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LECTURE I1.—Parr I. 
CAUSES OF PUERPERAL FEVER.—THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE PREGNANT WOMAN. 
fever is not essentially an hospital disease ; that is, that it 
depends for its origin upon conditions distinct from hospital 
influence. Some of these theories have also been applied to 
prove the cognate proposition that puerperal fever is not con- 
tagious. These theories have this much of truth, that to pro- 
duce puerperal fever there must be a lying-in woman, and 
that in the lying-in woman there are certain conditions favour- 
ing the development of fever, the germ existing in her system, 
or being introduced from without. Some German physicians 
have urged the doctrine of autogenetic development to the 
extreme point of representing it as accounting by itself for the 
origin and spread of the disease. This subject is of funda- 
mental importance, and therefore demands careful examination. 
The conditions of the puerperal woman predisposing to fever 
are constitutional and local. The constitutional conditions 
arise out of, or are the culminating expressions of, conditions 
beginning with pregnancy. The local conditions are chiefly 
the immediate results of labour. I propose, first, to trace 
rapidly the constitutional conditions of the pregnant woman. 
Pregnancy often induces a profound alteration in the quality | the 
of the blood, and this alteration is necessarily attended by 
modifications of nutrition and innervation. This primary fact 
has always been recognised. Hippocrates and Galen saw in 
the blood of pregnancy such impoverishment as to lead them to 
regard it as approaching to a pathological condition. Mauriceau 
called pregnancy a disease of nine months. Sauvages, in his 
Nosography, classifies pregnancy amongst the cachexies. Boer- 
haave said, ‘‘ Femina plurimis afficitur malis ex solA graviditate 


early in pregnancy. At least, I have seen convulsions 
albuminuria as early as the fifth month, before the uterus 
any material pressure. The first 
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cher oral amuscle? H . That 
isa a physiological hypertro 

to the physiological 

been demonstrated by Larcher (1859), 

As pregnancy advances, a third cause of 
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Thus we have two new conditions in the 
degradation of the blond, and increase size anv activity inthe 
These conditions influence of the system, 
lood and some of their 
consequences. Andral and Gavarret found that from the first 
to the sixth month the fibrin was below the ee 
mean, and during the last three months above mean ; at 
same time there is a diminution of globules. a pe 
Rodier say the density both of the defibrinated blood 
the serum is diminished ; that the water, ony = em 


a * abe however, found it in only one per cent. 
, attributes the abdominal souffle, usually considered 
ie Against this th , how- 


and apparently physiological alterations in the 
ily pass anion, end rise 
sce ual to 
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ma‘ 
minuria follow. 

I believe that 
soften from egen 
have also observed that the lungs, horns excessive de- 
nising or other eliminative work, and being irritated by 
excrementitious matter brought to them, may become affected 
with bronchorrheea, or a form of chronic bronchitis. 

The veins in distant of the body become liable to 
dilatations, and thus we of the blcod, 
is certainly not always due to pressure, and may occur inde- 
pendently of albuminuria. It usually increases with the ad- 
vance of —that is, with the increase of spanemia, 
and of pressure upon the lungs. Hence with the increased 
effort to derive the blood through tlie pulmonic system, there 
must be com: retardation of the systemic circulation. 

Some diseases of the circulation and respiration 
istoforis (Annali Universali di Medicina, 1863). Perhaps he 
attaches too much importance to the mechanical pressure 
upon the principal arterial and 
venous trunks. His views, nevertheless, are to a great extent 
well founded, and are highly suggestive. Certainly the in- 
fluence of mechanical re in aggravating the effects of 
altered quality of the cannot be overlooked. The follow- 

gravid uterus presses u e princi 
venous trunks. There 
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ni- 
he 
y Stokes, 
ers, and : 
mples. The peculiar condition of the blood is further 
rked by the tend 
hes, and on the ‘iecidual surface of the placenta. 
phos pborizec av are increased, 26 
umen are diminished. Probably if organic chemistry were 
re advanced there would also be found various excrementi- 
as substances. It is the opinion of Mr. Simon that the 
in is excrementitious. ‘The general result is hydremia—a 
dition related to chlorosis or scurvy. The watery state of 
blood is revealed in various ways. Jacquemier says he 
inct souffie on one side and an ordinary arterial sound on 
other. 
‘he pri 
od read 
or 
elimin 
oriundis.” Baillie looked on pregnancy as ‘‘ a state analogous | 
to inflammation ;” the decidua he likened to false membrane, 
and the liquor amnii to effusion of serum. The Italians of the | 
present day bleed pregnant women simply because they are 
The wrough the blood 
changes t in in consequence of the | 
parasitic maintenance of the embryo are partly the result of | 
organic or chemical operations, and partly of mechanical pres- | 
sure. It is probable that the first, or o ic, operations act | 
| 
tion and development of the embryo. The circulating fluid, the | 
circulatory and the excretory organs have double 
must nourish both ; the degraded mate- 
rials resulting from the molecular changes going on in both. 
For two reasons the rapidity of the circulation is increased. | 
First, the 
round more quickly | 
Secondly, there is t 
—_ caused — new organism. There is a stimulus 
attraction in the growing uterus, causing enormous enlarge- | 
ment of the vessels rane this organ, | 
growth of the cf to cing Thaw 
an stag. 7 is every reason to | the upper parts, and can only pass with difficulty to the lower 
suppose that so powerful a local action, even physiological, gh This results in mechanical superior arterial 
cannot go on without affecting oro" ae by crema whilst the venous blood stagnates in the veins of 
“a” and circulation of the The pulse is lower limbs, producing inferior edema. 
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2. Circumstances which increase the volume of the uterus, 
as twins, dropsy of the amnion, augment the pressure and the 
Fesults. 

3. The consequences of superior arterial hyperemia are— 

sive plethora, visceral congestions, which m their turn in- 

ce special morbid essences (as eclampsia), or render chronic 

and ‘acute diseases more severe (as pneumonia, bronchitis, 

thisis), whilst the liver becomes voluminous and fat, and 
een soft. 

‘4. By the continuous effort to which the left ventricle is ex- 
there arises hypertrophy, and this in its turn, conjoined 

the superior arterial hyperemia, dispose to pulmonary 
and cerebral apoplexies. 

5. The impeded iration induces defective hematosis ; 
this impoverishment of the blood increases the disposition to 
tedema of the lung. 

the alterations in the quality of the blood, traced to mechanical 
. That this is not altogether true is proved to me from 

n Witnessed serious impairment of the blood long 
before the uterus was large enough to exert any material - 
Sure. But, in the latter months, I have certainly seen all the 
@ffects of pressure described by Dr. de Cristoforis ; and there 
ean be no doubt that the double and mutually aggravating 


ysi 
The secretions and excretions are all depraved or impeded ; 
atid the system suffers all the ills that spring from want of ex- 
ercise. 

Of course the summary here given of the disorders of preg- 
ancy would form an exaggerated picture of the condition of 
the majority of pregnant women; but we may safely draw 
from it the conclusion that, in most cases, the cause of these 
‘disorders —pregnancy — existing, the effects will follow in 

or less degree. 

But before labour comes, the constitutional conditions aris- 

out of cy have already developed a suscepti 
to the invasion of febrile and 
think I may state this ition with confid 


that the pregnant woman is far more liable to be attacked by 
@tmall-pox, scarlatina, and typhoid than the non- 
is also no uncommon thing for women received into lying-in 


t 


hospitals some days, or’even before labour to catch the 
eo ap uerperal infection. And the fact may be explained 
the following manner. I am well satisfied, from repeated 
onal experience and observation of others, that persons 
m ordinary health coming within the range of zymotic poisons 
do frequently imbibe them. They are saved by two protective 
agencies. First, in their systems these oy have previously 
undergone their itic fermentation. In the next place, their 
@xcreting organs, being in good working order, have the faculty 
Of casting out the poisonous germs before they have time to do 
‘more than accomplish an imperfect stage of fermentation. But 
still they make their presence felt. Just like mineral poisons, 
—— carried to the liver, to the kidneys, to the intestines, 
tothe skin, to the lungs. There they produce more or less 
irritation, and are eliminated. I am conscious of having taken 
‘m several occasions doses of choleraic, scarlatinal, varioloid, 
‘aid other poisons, which have produced shivering, and then 
been carried out of the system by diarrhea. The perishes 
‘and will not propagate. In like manner many daaveedben 
‘set. The odours imbibed by the breath are reproduced in the 
stools, in which they may be perceived for afterwards. 
There seems, then, reason to believe that the security against 
renewed fermentation of a zymotic poison in the same body is 
‘not obtained simply by a ‘previous fermentation. I am dis- 
to think that the capacity of the system to throw off 
id poisons is increased by being frequently called into ex- 
ise. In this manner we may account for the comparative 
imitnunity enjoyed by medical practitioners under 
; ere must, in addition, be integrit: 
power in the climinative o | 
Minative power which fails in 


‘woman. er i 


a favourable medium for fermentation ; and variola, scar- 
Yatina, or typhoid again ran their course—even in a person 


to affirm that such is really the case; and that in pregnancy 
the susceptibility to take zymotic disease is so exalted that 
second and third attacks are more common, as they certainly 
than in other, persons. 
ere are means of lessening this danger ilitating 
the discharge of these poisons. These consist mainly in gene- 
rous living, so as to support the blood in the utmost efficiency; 
in exercise in the open air, which compels us to inhale a larger 
proportion of oxygen, which, coursing through the blood and 
adding to the en of our excretory functions, 
of the lungs and s§ converts and throws off the noxious 
elements ; in strict to cleanliness, i bathing, 
which secures the activity of the skin. I believe it to be a 
vous error for a medical man to indulge in a close iage. 
ion which is hardly a metaphor, by 
e may actually blow away the germs of 
inhaled. If this be true as applied to 
persons in health, similar means are far more necessary to the 
ant woman. Active exercise she may be incapable of 
; but avoidance of close rooms and exposure to free air 
are ost always ible. The rules of hygiene necessary 
for all to observe who would have ‘health are infinitely more 
important for the pregnant woman. She should live well ; 
bathe once a week, to give the skin the power of compensating 
for the deficient activity of the internal spenetng © ; take 
moderate exercise; secure good ventilation withi and 
be“as much as possible in the open air. 
Here, then, we have brought the 
period of labour. Let us see what 
those of i 


woman to the 
labour adds to 
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TREATMENT OF ANEURISM BY LEAD. 


By G. OWEN REES, M.D., F.R.S., 


PHYSICIAN AND LECTURER ON THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE, GUY'S HOSPITAL. 


Tue following case may perhaps be read with interest, as 
illustrative of the treatment of ancurism on a new plan—viz., 
that of introducing lead into the system, as a remedy possess- 
ing the power of facilitating the coagulation of the blood, a full 
diet being given at the same time. My chief object in pub- 
lishing the case is to induce others to treat aneurism in like 
manner, in order that the fact I have observed may assume 
its proper value, and be regarded either as a mere accident or 
as an effect of the treatment employed. The case was care- 
fully watched and reported by my young friend Mr. Benjamin 


Duke. 
W. F— , aged -seven, residing at Greenwich, was 
admitted into Ste ward, — Hospital, on the 26th of 
October, 1864, under the care of Dr. Owen Rees. He was the 
subject of popliteal aneurism, and had been taken in by Mr. 
Poland, who transferred the case in order that Dr. Rees might 
have an opportunity of making a therapeutical experiment. 

The patient states that seventeen days ago he was out 
walking, When, on standing still, he 
knee. The pain was relieved by flexing the knee-joint. He 
then observed a tumour over the seat of pain, which has in- 
creased in size up to the it date, but has never caused 
him much trouble. He has ulcers and varicose veins on both 
legs, the left being the worse. He is a strong, ae | 
man, single, and a teetotaller, and has always enjoyed 
health. worked very hard lately. The heart-sounds may 
be considered normal, if we except a sli 
second sound. ‘The bowels are y costive. A distinct 
bruit is heard over the seat of the aneurism, and pulsation is 
well marked. 

Mr. Poland’s a of the tumour is as follows :— 
‘* The aneurism was of the size of a duck’s egg, and its con- 


fluid. The walls ‘were excessively thin, 


trace of coagulum. 

artery into the sac was of large diameter. ‘ 
Oct. 29th. — Ordered three grains of acetate of lead and 

one grain of opium powder three times a day ; to have full 


who has had these diseases before. I think I am in a position | diet, and a chop for 


||, 


ee ge. 


raer 0 2€¢ Hiood and disturbance of the circulating organs | 
| in many cases, induce serious constitutional affections, 
arid predispose to puerperal fever. | 
Growing out of, and adding by a vicious circle of reaction | 
| 
| 
| so that it was feared rupture would take place. Arrangements 
| were made to commence compression at once, and a failure 
ng organs are overworked by the task of ensued. Deligation of the artery to be ae. Pressure 
ting rid of her own and the embryo’s exerementitious on the artery above readily pulsation, and was 
Matters ; and her blood is in consequence so degraded by its | attended by complete emptying of the sac without apparent 
®wn impurities that it is incapable of dealing with the new | 
on received from without. Hence the forei ison again 
ast. 
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Nov. Ist.—A slight blue line on the gums. 

4th.—Complains of loss of has frequent calls 
to stool ; the bowels, however, do not act. 

5th 


cured. The tne Shen, well-defined blue line on 
the margins of the gums, and feels no pain in the stomach. 
The articular arteries of the left knee-joint can be seen pul- 
Space, 

in size. He can nearly straighten his leg. The 


distinctly. 
17 
y, and swells if he stands much upon it, and it 
measures two inches more in circumference than the right. 
20th. —The tumour is fast diminishing in size. 

3lst.—He has left the hospital to return to his work. 

On Jan. 17th he came to the hospital to be examined by the 
surgeons, and was seen by nearly the whole surgical staff, 
amongst the rest by Messrs. Cock, Hilton, and Birkett. He 
was considered to be perfectly cured. He states that he can- 
not walk far without feeling a numb sensation over the calf of 
his left leg, cireulation by anastomosing branches being not 
we freely established. has been able to do his work. 

ere is still a clear, well-defined blue line on the margin of 
the lower gum ; the upper is less affected. There is also some 
enlargement in the popliteal space, which he feels somewhat 
inconveniently when walking. 

It will be observed that the doses of lead were large and | 
continued. Thus three grains of the acetate were given three 
times a day for six days, and then ar increase was made to five 
grains, a grain of opium being given with each dose. This 

ve-grain dose was continued for twenty-six days. With re- 
gard to the pains in the abdomen, they never amounted to 
colic, and my surprise is that the patient did not suffer more. 
His attention was directed to the probable occurrence of such 
pains, and latterly he was inclined toe exaggerate them. Tho 
rest was enjoined, the patient would not submit to. it. 
walked about the ward as it pleased him, and, I am informed, 
danced on one occasion for the amusement of his companions. 
It is worthy of remark that when the lead had been taken for 
three weeks the aneurism had hardened very obviously, 24 
my belief is that we might be content to discontinue the sead 
should an aneurism begin to change as above describea. The 
system is charged with the metal, and it once begun, we 
aa fairly expect it will continue to the filling up of the sac. 

t may be well to mention that the only other case of 
aneurism in which Lhave exhibited lead was. in that of a man. 
anced a stage of thoracic aneurism that, 


but I gave the lead, 
effect it might produce 
the sac on post-mortem ex- 


amination, The man, however, left the 
died shortly afterwards. 
Albemarle-street, February 26th, 1865. 


and, I hear, 


Prussic Acip in Kirsemwasser.—M. Boudet, an 
able French chemist, has found that good Kirschwasser con- 
tams one-fifth of a grain of prassic acid in about three ounces 


THE PECULIAR APPLICABILITY OF 
LITHOTRITY TO CASES OF SO,CALLED. 
“PARALYSED BLADDER.” 


By HENRY THOMPSON, F.B.C.S., 


SURGEON EXTRAORDINARY TO H.M. THE KING OF THE BELGIANS, 
SURGEON TO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


I Trust it has been shown that lithotrity is applicable to a 
large number of calculous patients ; not only to those who are 
subjects of a small concretion, but to those who may have 
stones in the bladder of hard texture and considerable size. 
But there are several morbid or unusual conditions of the 
urinary organs, apart from the size and texture of the stone, 
which it was formerly the custom to regard as coutra-indicating 
the performance of, lithotrity, all of which it is certainly 
now necessary to consider in that light. Among them is thas, 
affection in which the patient has lost the power of passing 
any urine whatever by the natural efforts, and is compelled te 
remove it several times daily by means of the catheter, Thig 
condition has been usually termed, although not very happily, 
or accurately, ‘‘paralysis of the bladder.” For in most, im, 
stances the loss of power to pass the urine naturally is due, 
not to any impairment whatever of the nervous supply to the. 
organ, but entirely to obstructive disease of the urethra, such 
as prostatic enlargement, impeding the action of an otherwise 
healthy bladder. In some cases, again, it may be due to loss 
of contractile power in the muscular coat of the bladder, pro- 
duced by some accidental, perhaps voluntary, over-distension— 
in other words, to atony of that viscus; no obstruction exist- 
ing in the course of the urethra. And, lastly, these conditions 
may co-exist to a greater or less extent in any given case. 

I have for some time been led to regard such a condition of 
the bladder not merely as one in which lithotrity ought not to 
be performed, or might be performed with difficulty ; but, on 
the contrary, as one which is peculiarly favourable to the sue- 
cess of the operation. I have no hesitation in regarding it as 

ing circumstances more likely to conduce to a Lew 
result than those which are ted by the ordinary or ave- 
rage run of caleulous patients in middle life who have perfect 
command of the urinary functions. Nevertheless, examples of 
success in the cases referred to are still sometimes spoken of as 
unusual or exceptional instances. 1 ventured to express the 
opinion given above in the Lettsomian lectures of 1862, and I 
am no less convinced of its correctness now. The reason seems 
to be this, that in cases of patients who have been compelled 
to use their catheters sev times daily for some months or 
years, the have become so accustomed to instruments. 
that the pulverized débris may be withdrawn by the lithotrite 
with comparative impunity ; and in these I do not hesitate to 
do so, still avoiding the removal of fragments which would. 
irritate the urethra and occasion bleeding. I have operated on 
several such cages, and have had none that gave less trouble 
or made better recoveries. It is rare ‘for such patients to 
suffer from rigor or other constitutional disturbance, for the 
passages are callous to those sources of irritation which in the 
patient. of ordimary susceptibilities, and unaccustomed to the 
employment of.any instrument in the urethra or bladder, so 
often arouse 1 ts of a serious nature. 

I believe that it is an error to regard the small calculus re- 
cently descended from the kidney into the bladder of an appa- 
rently healthy middle- t 
gravity and o 
seen more 
crushing of such a stone—although only one short and easy 
sitting sufficed to readily accomplish the object—than from 
stones of ten times the size. The very presence of a stone 
the bladder for a es See as it is, seems some- 
times to render the bladder to mechanical contact; 
and the lithotrite may sometimes be used more safely in 
circumstances than im a bladder which has but recently be- 
come tenanted by a stone, or which has never been entered by 

those which, perhaps as much as any, re ane 
by passing bougies a few times preparatory to the pa wane 4 
use of the lithotrite. With all the usual precautions the case. 
of small calculus becomes one of extremely favourable augury; 


: 18th. complains of loss of appetite. His condition is 
much the same as on the 4th. Ordered an ounce of castor oil ee 
prem Bar enlarging, apparently owing to the it of 
fibrin within the sac of the aneurism. 
26th.—Ordered two drachms of castor oil immediately. 
Dec. 2nd.—Is obliged to discontinue taking the pills on | 
account of the colic produced. The pulsation in the tumour 
is very much less. 
3rd.—Feels easier ; has less pain in stomach, Ordered the | 
salts mixture twice a 
. badly, pain in his stomach ; appetite 
12th. — ion tumour is 
and more tender, and he cannot straighten his leg on account | 
of the mechanical obstruction caused by it. 
15th.—Mr. Hilton found that by pressing the femoral artery | 
Spinal absorption occurred an¢ vech pro- 
duced. The tumour was clearly visible on the left side of the 
spine. The case was obviously 
in order, if possible, to ascertain 
on the structure of the fibrin in 
the danger of the latter beverage. M. Boudet, or his com- | 
mentator, in the Gazette Hebdomadaire of Paris, gives excel- | 
lent advice on this and begs peuple to avoid the above: 
mentioned danger by not drinking any Ki at all. | 
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THE 
TOPICAL USE OF SILVER SOLUTIONS. 


By HENRY G. WRIGHT, M.D., M.R.C.P.L., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE SAMARITAN HOSPITAL POR WOMEN. 


My attention has been directed by Dr. Gibb to a note in the 
correspondents’ page of THe Lancer of last week (p. 278) 
inquiring the composition of a solution mentioned by him as 
containing iodide of silver. In some cases which fell under 
the conjoint care of my friend Dr. Gibb and myself, I sug- 
gested to him a trial of this preparation. At his wish, and as 
a matter of professional duty, I forward a brief account of the 

It is now upwards of five years since my attention was, 
almost accidentally, directed to its peculiar value as a topical 
application. Having to treat a number of those common 
affections of the uterine cervix where a portion of the surface, 
varying in extent, is denuded of its proper smooth membrane 
and presents a granular aspect, I was led to carefully observe 
the comparative influence of various local applications autho- 
ritatively recommended for bringing about that restoration of 
healthy surface which certainly forms a part of the treatment 
of such cases; although the investigation and removal of 
those causes, local or constitutional, which originally led to or 
are liable to induce a recurrence of the mischief, is of more 
essential importance for the thorough cure.* 

i of the soli it so in 
these cases, and which exercises but a limited influence ; for its 
caustic or cathzretic action extends only to the parts it touches, 
on which is soon produeed an insoluble and inenergetic white 
film. ‘This consists of chloride of silver, and of that undeter- 
mined compound which the salt forms with albumen. What- 
ever the principles guiding its application (and there can be no 
doubt of its value), they differ widely from those which led 

iggi to advocate its use. He laid especial stress on 
the endurance of the eschar, which in uterine cases is of 
course very rapidly loosened and removed. There is, however, 
probably some degree of insterstitial absorption of the dissolved 
salt in that period which elapses before the soluble nitrate is 
all converted into the insoluble chloride. 

In treating a case of the kind referred to (where the granular 

extended to the breadth of a shilling, surrounding 

the os uteri), I chanced to upset the silver solution (half a 

drachm to one ounce) previously used, and on the emergency 

resorted to another tion of about the same strength, 

but which had been laid aside as no longer available for its 

igi a eempeee. It was, in fact, an old ic nitrate 

still bright and clear, but which had so long worked 

that it had become saturated with iodide of silver, and con- 
tained a considerable amount of ether. 

This condition cannot, so far as I know, be extemporaneously 
produced, otherwise than by the series of changes effected 
when a number of glass plates coated with iodized collodion 
are successively dipped into a silver bath. There are several 
be rep of iodide of silver, x solutions of the nitrate 

ill dissolve a small proportion, the quantity varying with 
the stre of the ened ; bah these be 
a small additional quantity taken up when large surfaces satu- 
rated with iodide are exposed in succession to the action of 
the solution. Practically, each ‘‘dipping” occupies several 
minutes, until the ether of the collodion has all been absorbed 


* “On a malheureusement la facheuse habitude de chercher localement les 
causes des affections locales. Or, & notre sens, rien n'est moins rationnel. 
L’état général de I’éco sa déviation fonctionelle, sont, dans l'immense 


a 
p~ tee départ de telle ou telle affection bornée 4 un 
point du corps.”—Varizrx: Art. “Granulations Utérines.” (1861.) 


of 4 
of Dr. Gibb has, so he tells me, confirmed his origin 
as to its special advantages over other solutions 0: silver. 
rative process is a healthy process, but one requiring local deter- 
i now material. This in in 


whereby the integrity of healthy tissue is renewed. A 
solution of the nitrate and iodide are employed; the action being 
increased by that local capillary determination which the 
stimulative influence of the ether exercises. The slight smart- 
ing sensation soon passes away. 
"Wellies ef ied te, hove 
used this solution in numerous other instances: in relaxed 
ulcerated throat, for aphthous patches, in indolent strumous 
sores, in eczema aurium, riasis palmaris, and erysipelas ; 
whilst in some cases of i 
under my personal treatment, it has been reported as exer- 
cising a marked beneficial influence. 7” 

I have fulfilled my purpose of describing the composition of 
more general use of solutions of nitrate of silver in of 
solid caustic. But it should be borne in mind that all prepara- 
tions of silver, and notably those containing any proportion of 


and the remnant thrown 
away. An le a 
bath solution described, for he thereby saves cost of re- 
ducing and re the silver. In one class of cases the influ- 
ence of this topical application has been so ly marked 
that I add brief reports of three instances w: it was em- 


Case 1.—A lady of healthy 
had for I 
membrane of the mouth which really embittered her existence. 

of the tongue and inside of the lips and cheeks pre- 
sented of raw surface, vay 8 of brane, 
and vi irritable. Any warm anything con 
spice or pepper, any stimulant or hard substance, produ 
intense burning pain; whilst, night and day, there was a con- 
good, with no story of an er ptoms of a 
cured, but there had 


: 
i 
F 


nitrate of liven, which, as well as the solid caustic, 
ied, with but slight benefit. The prepara- 
ve relief on its first ication. Ina 


Case 2.—A woman, thirty-eight, who had been directly 
infected ty years previously, the local dis- 


ease being judiciously treated at the time. en she came 


the ing her until id was 
absorbed. ne gredualfy diminished to its natural di- 


of the teeth. surface was daily pain 


but it is hazardous to be in the least degree indifferent to pre- | by the fluid of the bath and the surface appears smooth. The 1 
cautions because the calculus is small or recent. quantity of ether in an old bath is very considerable. 4 
I have operated in seven cases in which the patients had for Such, then, was the composition of the solution employed, 
years depended on the catheter to evacuate the bladder: in | and to which Dr. Gibb referred. Its beneficiai effect was so 
one instance from real spinal paralysis ; in the other six, from | marked when next I saw the patient that I continued its use, 7 
m enlarged prostate. One only ever and have employed it largely in similar affections, as well as in : 
recoveries. other cases suitable for its application : always with the most ‘ 
results in determining or Se healing 
ee process. In other hands it is reported to me as being equally 
| 
roundabout way when an eschar 1s produced by application 
of caustic, The textural destruction leads to an energetic 
blood-supply for repairing the damage, and the originally un- : 
sound is overcome . that same reparative | 
iodide, are exceedingly liable to be deteriorated by the pre- 
or impair elicate chemical process on which photograph 
depends. It is therefore important to avoid dipping the brash 
or other vehicle into the bottle of solution. A little should be 
| been occasional subsequent eruptions. The patient brought 
me a sh 
| tions of 
| had been 
tion I ha 
| week the abrasions Were enuirely 
| crust or relish a curry; and the salivation entirely ceased. No 
| constitutional treatment was commenced until the mouth was 
| well, and there has been no relapse in the three years which 
| have intervened. 
ments of the tongue, of slow growth; conveying that sensation 
| which has been whimsically compared to the 
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the first sting of ike application had pessed 


if 


chronic glandular It is beside 
this to enter on its consideration, but i 
by the slvendy described. 

Somerset-street, Portman-square, March, 1965. 


ON A COMPOUND OPHTHALMOSCOPIC 
OBJECT-GLASS. 


By ROBERT B. CARTER, F.R.C.S. 


Art various times since the invention of the ophthalmoscope, 
and especially by Helmholtz and Ruete, attempts have been 
made to magnify the inverted image by the interposition of a 
second convex lens between it and the mirror. These 


, to suppose that 


they have observed all its 
the careful ordi i 


pearances it presents.” i 
enlargements afforded by his combination of 
great measure serve the of presenting the retinal i 
under different aspects, will make the indirect method 
—— ion as accurate and minute as the direct has hitherto 
judge of the correctness of this assumption, it is 
practice by so many conditions, affecting the eyes of i 
and choarver, ond the of the thas will 
only be possible to take conditions more or less typical, and 
found upon them a general statement. 


A 


q distance C B= 

Ca (between the first princi 

e posterior point the 
A,=y. Then, 


Let it now be supposed that the observed eye, A, is emme- 
tropic, with its accommodation relaxed. In that case the rays 
emerging from it will be parallel, so that a=, and “ vanishes. 


and, since d is now in the prin- 
cipal focus of the lens C, y=2", = 24”; while y, from Listing’s 
eye, would be = 6°7’”. It follows that the actual enlargement 


of the image at d = >. or 3°58 nearly. 
Let this i be viewed by another F, distant from it 
teen 


12", E, having a focal length /, 
of 2)”, or 27’”. 


Let u be the distance of the lens E from d, and rv the 
are the distances of conjugate foci ; ‘ore, 

The actual enlargement of the image at d, produced by the 
lens E, is consequently equal to °, =“ ; and the apparent 
distance of the enlarged virtual image, from the eye F, 
= + = (the signs being 
changed without error, as the question has reference only to 
enlargement, and not to direction). Hence (taking 8” as the 
normal visual distance) the enlargement to the eye F, 

+ 


X by both lenses, as seen by F, is 


| 
mensions, the surface continuing irregular. She has been free | once seen the ophthalmoscopic image clear’ be pe 
from any local discomfort for more than a year. ae bay mm t, in 
Casg 3.—Here the same cause had led to irregular sores on _ ion of any object, we find it neces- 
being swollen and ercurial applications and the solid | different lights, before we become acquainted with all the 
The influence of the silver solution 
well seen in the gradual healing of the sores and removal 
indurated 
abated after 
case recently seen with Dr. Ritchie of Mount-street, 
the whole padendam wes greatly swollen and covered 
‘oul superficial sores, the infection bei us, Se 
—_ the application of iodine (the com: tincture), fol- 
owed, after its absorption, by the employment of a solution | 
| as to determine an_ interstitial formation of the | 
ver 
bein 
action of the iodides in their | (ptt 
found useful in the dispersion = 
the purpose of ZY 
was suggested . 
Let X be the magnitude of a portion of the retina of the 
—_—<—__— observed eye, A; and § the magnitude of the image of this 
portion, formed by A’s refracting media at B. Let 5 be the 
magnitude of the image of X formed at d, when the 2” lens, C, 
he distance Cd=y, 
point of the lens C, 
retina of the eye 
x a 
x a 
multiplication, > — —” 
have not been very successful, and have been generally aban- Al +?) 
doned. Lately, however, Professor Coccius has published a 
description of a compound object-glass of considerable prac- 
tical utility, te which I am desirous to call the attention of 
observers in this country. 
has a f length of two, and the other of two and a quarter, | 
Paris inches. These lenses are inserted in the extremities of 
a brass tube, composed of two portions, each of them two and | 
a quarter Paris inches in length, and made to slide one within | 
the other. The extremities are cut obliquely, so that the | 
lenses form angles of 10° or 12° with a plane to 
the axis of the tube. Tho tener tube tn 
means of which, when the tube is lengthened or 
the lenses may be kept always parallel. Each lens has an | 
To use this combination, the reflector be a concave | 
mirror of ten inches focal length; or, still better, the plane | 
mirror of Coccius’s ophthalmoscope, with a ten-inch collecting | 
lens. The end the Being | 
nary examination of the inverted image, end of the tube | 
that carries the 2° lens must be turned towands the eye of the | 
patient, and held as near as possible to its cornea. q axis | 
of the tube should correspond with that of the returning rays; 
and the obliquity of the lenses should be so 
their edges on the side next the lamp may be nearest to the | 
If, then, we suppose the eye of the patient to be emme- | 
tropic, returning parallel rays, those rays will be united within | 
the tube into an actual inverted image, two inches in front of | 
the lens nearest the patient, and ind the lens nearest the 
observer. Passing through this second lens, they will be re- ; 
tual image of the actual image within the tube. 8 the tube 
is drown ont, and the lene removed from the image, the 
enlargement of the latter ill progressively increase. 
Professor Coccius justly places much stress upon the advan- 3°58 x 
thus afforded to the observer. “‘As a he says, _ 
‘fcnow only too well that students are apt, when they have f—uw 
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“When the instrument is closed, and receiving eee rays, 
is manifest, the focal length of C being 2”, and the length 
the tube 2)”, that u will be equal to one quarter of an inch, 

or 3”. Each line that the tube is drawn out will increase u 

by anity ; but when the tube is drawn out more than 21”, it 

becomes too unsteady for use. The possible values of w, there- 
fore, range from 3 to 24 inclusive. We will first take the 

case of the closed tube, in which u = 3; 


.'. the whole enlargement of X 


= 3°58 x oF X 3465 = 3°58 x gags = 3°58 x 748 = 2°68. 


nearly. 


By a similar calculation, when the tube is drawn out to its 
full extent, and « = 24, the whole enlargement = 9°21. It is 
manifest that this apparent effect of the lens E is much less 
than its actual effect, the latter being to a great extent neu- 
tralized by the apparent recession of the virtual image as the 
lens is drawn away from the actual one. Still the fact re- 
mains that, with an emmetropic patient, and an interval of 
fifteen inches between the eyes of patient and observer, the 
instrument affords apparent enlargements that range through 
between 2°68 and 9°21 diameters. If the eye 
of observer be brought nearer to the actual image, either 
by accommodation or by a suitable convex lens behind the 
mirror, these enlargements will be increased. They will also 
be i as far as the lens E is concerned, if the patient 


so as nearly to touch the cornea of the patient, and as in 
the case of the ordinary single lens, at its own 
away from it. [f this precaution be not observed, the inve 
i of the eyelids and of the external parts of the globe will 
be visible under the same accommodation as the image of the 
retina; but by holding the instrument as directed, the two 
images will ane such different accommodation that they 
will not be visible together. The axis of the tube must corre- 
spond precisely with that of the returning rays. The lenses 
in this position have sufficient obliquity to remove distu — 
reflections of the mirror ; and if their obliquity be increased ¢ 
complicated by obliquity or displacement of the tube itself, the 
image may be disto in various ways, either irregularly or 
in a manner to imitate the appearances seen in astigmatism. 

If, in spite of attention to these matters, the Sharvet be 
embarrassed by reflections of the mirror or the lamp-flame, 
their displacement must be effected, first, by rotati e tube. 
on its own axis between the finger and thumb; and next, if 
this be not effectual; by changing the position of the light. If 
the i when obtained, a di the axis of the 
tube may be either placed obliquely with regard to that of the 
rays, or may be parallel with the latter, but not coincident 
with it. In either case, correction must be sought by slight. 
lateral movements of the tube. 

In commencing the examination of a myopic eye the tub 
should be closed ; for an emmetropic eye it may be drawn 
half an inch ; and for a hypermetropic eye it may be drawn 
out still more. When once a good has been obtained, 
the subsequent congation of the tube must be determined by 
observation. The observer will usually do well to reduce any 

ia of his own by a suitable spectacle lens. 

In the foregoing remarks I have endeavoured to point out. 
the chief matters that require attention; and I have only to 
add that the instrument will be found to need a little time, 
and a few trials, before of it can be obtained. Those 


be myopic ; but ‘the actual image produced by C will at the | who are already practised in the use of the ophthalmoscope 


same time be diminished. 
site condition will be found; the image at d will be r 
than in the case supposed, and the range of movement of E 
less extensive. For example, if the actual i 
at 2}" from C, the values of u would from 0 to 21. It 
would be easy to calculate the results for either form of ame- 
tropia ; but the degrees of cach form are so numerous that it 
would be impossible to give a complete view of them within 
reasonable limits of space. The altered values of a, g, and + 
would determine how much the enlargement of X at d would 
vary from 3°58; and the value of y would determine the 
values of u. It will be observed that the thickness of the lens 
E is left out of account, and that the value of y only admits of 
being stated approximatively, for which reasons the results 
obtained by the foregoing formule would not be absolutely 
correct, although culllsianthy so for guidance in all practical 
ications. 

e examination of the erect image, which has hitherto 
been chiefly used when much enlargement was required, is 
open to several objections. It is by no means easy of accom- 

i t, especidily when, either patient or observer being 
myopic, the intervention of a concave lens is needed. The 
close approximation of the two faces is often very di able, 
or otherwise undesirable, and the head of the observer, by inter- 
fering with objects of vision, renders it difficult for the patient 
to guide his eye into any desired position. On these accounts 
a very large number of persons are content to observe only the 
— image, in spite of the comparative minuteness of its 

A ready means of combining the easily obtained inverted 
i with a degree of enlargement exceeding nine diameters 
is, fore, of great practical value. By this means we may 
not only see clearly, and study accurately, early and slight 
changre in the structure of.the nerve-disc, the epithelium of 
the choroid, or the fibrous layer of the retina, but we may also 
with adlvantage inspect the condition of the retinal Blood. 
vessels, and obtain from their various states of distension or 
contraction information that is important, not only with re, 
to affections of the eye, but with regard to the vascular s 
Professor Coccius asserts that he has already ob- 
tained in this way unquestionable indications for the use of 
tonic treatment ; and he mentions the early stages of ambly- 
opia potatorum, as well as hyperemia of the choroid, and 
hypermetropia in children, as examples of conditions in which 
his instrument will afford the means of distinguishing between 
active and passive congestion. 

In using the instrument, there are one or two matters of 
detail that require attention. The two-inch lens must be held 


In hypermetropia again, an oppo- | 


will experience httle difficulty. Others will act wisely to 
select patients who can readily turn or maintain their eyes in 


; were formed | 2% required position, whose pupils are well dilated, and whose 


ocular media are perfectly transparent. When they have taken 
these precautions, they must wen not be discouraged by a few 
early failures. As skill is gradually acquired, it is manifest. 
that the instrument will afford a means, in addition to its 
other uses, of estimating the degree of ametropia that may be 
present in the eye of a patient. 

Professor Coccius has pointed out a ible source of error 
in diagnosis, in the fact that the highly magnified and 
liantly iliuminated image, by displaying morbid changes with 
extraordinary clearness, may lead at first to an over-estimate 
of their de; On this account, until accustomed to the in- 
strument, it will be desirable in every case to check its results. 
by those afforded by the common methods of examination. 

How far the ophthalmoscope, by displaying nerve and 
bloodvessels, is likely to become available for the determina- 
tion of questions in general pathology, is a problem that 
time can solve. ere are many who expect from it a wi 
range of utility in this direction; and it is certain that the 
instrument I am describing, by furnishing an easy means of 
making examinations sufficiently minute, will very much faci- 
litate the realization of their conceptions, in so far as such 
realization may be ible. F 

The instrument used has made by 
Murray and Heath, of Piccadilly; and is very superior to the 
foreign ones that I have seen, oath ip the apaiiige of its lenses 
and in its general workmanship. 

Stroud, Gloucestershire, Jan. 1865. 


ON A CASE 
or 
DEATH RAPIDLY FOLLOWING THE USE 
OF HOLT’S DILATOR. 
By HENRY SMITH, 


ASSISTANT-SURGEON TO KING'S COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 


I am indebted to my dresser, Mr, Little, for the notes of the 
following case. L must also express my obligations to Mr. 
Royes Bell, our present house-surgeon, for assisting me in 
getting a sight of the parts after death under very arduous 
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_ “William H—, twenty-four, single, a clerk, was ad- 
mitted into College Hospital under the care of Mr. H. 
Smith, on Feb. for stricture. He had suffered from it for 


and had been under various surgeons. During 
had increased, and he 


the last nine months his symptoms 


disposed to doubt that anything had been done to him. 

** 12th.—He has had aD ag night, but passed no water 
until eight this morning. Very soon after this he had a most 
From this time until one 
P.M. he a considerable quantity of water highly charged 
with blood. At four very blue i 
the face, and slightly delirious. He was ordered brandy, 
hot er > stupes to the chest and loins. 

**13th.—He has remained in much the same 
during the night. At eight a.m. the house- 
catheter into the ladder, but only drew off a little 
Pay got worse during the day, and died at half- 

P M ” 


The friends objected to a post-mortem i 
therefore only the urethra and bladder taken out 
inéum could be examined. The urethra 


in the w 

of the stricture, and to 

into the bladder. 

This case presents features of grave in 
iod when the treatment of stricture by rapid di 

bested bo extant, and I think it would be highly 

improper not to make the case public. The sudden and mys- 

terious death following on an ion, unattended with the 

slightest difficulty, cannot fail to arrest the attention of even 

the most careless ; and those of us who are too self-reliant are 

taught by it the humiliating lesson that disastrous results will 

follow those efforts which would appear most likely to be 

crowned with success, and least liable to failure. Here is pre- 

sented to us all the conditions for success. A young man in 

remarkably good health, the stricture not complicated in any 

way, and not the least difficulty in performing the operation ; 

careful ing afterwards, together with attentive medical 
killed, solely and 

operation, 


organs—viz., suppression of 
urine, coming on a few hours the ion, rendered the 
case hopeless, in my apprehension, from the first, and doubt- 
less this was the condition which led to the patient’s destruc- 
tion ; and although we know that it is a rare accident, still we 
must not for the future, in calculating the dangers of this 
operation, lose sight of wry nage such an occurrence. 

to state that thi 


underrate the success of this operation from the occurrences 
in my hands and in those of my colleagues must place against 
this fortune the extraordinary results produced by Mr. 
Holt. My friend Dr. Wiblin also informs me that he 

upon twenty-eight patients without a single bad result follow- 
ing, and was astonished when I told ‘him of the disastrous 
| event above recorded. I may mention that I have seen, and 
| indeed recorded, as suddenly a fatal result after the simple 
| passing of a catheter; and we know that sometimes the pro- 
cess of sounding or searching with a lithotrite has been fol- 
lowed by speedy death. These facts should be borne in mind 
by us whilst endeavouring to estimate aright such an occur- 
rence as I have thought it my duty to reeord. 

Caroline-street, Bedford-square, March, 1866. 


A Mirror 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi et morborum 
et dissectionum historias, tum aliorum, tum pro habere, et inter 
se comparare.—MoraaGni De Sed. ef Caus. Mord., lib. iv. Prowmium. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 

TUMOUR OF THE KIDNEY LYING IN THE ABDOMEN IN 
FRONT OF THE INTESTINES, MISTAKEN FOR AN 
OVARIAN TUMOUR ; OPERATION ; DEATH ; 
POST-MORTEM. 

(Under the care of Dr. Haut Davis and Mr. Gro. Lawson.) 


ExvizaznetTn P——,, a widow, aged forty-nine, the mother of 
three children, was admitted into Prudhoe ward on Dec. 27th, 
1864, on account of a suspected tumour of the left ovary. Her 
family history is good. Her mother died at seventy-six years 
of age, and her father at fifty-three. The patient herself 
always had good health up to August, 1860. Her story was, 
that about that time she had a fall, and shortly after she felt 
pain in the left side. She thinks it was then that she first 
noticed a small tumour, about the size of a walnut, in the left 
inguinal region ; but whether this was really the abdominal 
tumour for which she was admitted into the hospital or the 
small hernia she now has in the left groin, it is difficult to say, 
|as her account of her past sufferings was very indistinct. 
Menstruation ceased two years ago last September ; but for the 
two years preceding that date it was very irregular. She has 
suffered from vaginal pruritus and vaginal leucorrhca for the 
last two years. She has never passed any blood in her urine, 
nor observed any unusual appearance in it. 


line. In the left lumbar region anteriorly was felt a tumour 
apparently of the standard size of a fotal bead at full time. 


the subjacent structures, 
freely movable over it. She had at times considerable pain in 
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| It is but right, however, on the other hand, to state that 
| the results of my friend Mr. Holt have been wonderfully suc- 
| cessful. He has informed me that he hus only had one death 

years, | in three hundred operations, and need not say that the 
greatest oper reliance may be placed upon that gentleman's 

applied at the hospital on the Srd of February, when the | word. do not believe for a moment that he would conceal a 
house-surgeon attempted to pass an instrument, but failing, 
sent him to Mr. H. Smith, who, after a —_ deal of difficulty, 
succeeded in introducing a No. 3 silver catheter into the bladder. 
There was a very tight stricture at the anterior part of the 
of the catheter diverged towards the left side, and was with 
difficulty made to find the right passage. Finding that the 
stricture was so tight, and that the patient was anxious to get 
well rapidly, Mr. H. Smith admitted him into the hospital. 
The patient in every other respect was a remarkably healthy 
man. On admission, Mr. Smith passed a No. 3 silver catheter, 
but with extreme difficulty. This was tied in the urethra. 
**Feb. 10th.—The catheter keeps in the bladder, but he has 
had a rigor. In consequence of this the same catheter was 
retained, and he was ordered a. 
“*11th.—No more rigors. At three p.m. to-day 
tient was placed under the influence of chloroform, a 
Holt’s dilator was readily introduced, the largest tube passi po 
down without difficulty. The stricture was split, a No. it 
catheter passed into the bladder, and the urine drawn off, 
scarcely any blood being mixed with it. The patient was 
“ in bed, and ordered to take the opium and quinine. 
e felt so well when he returned to bed that he was almost 
nation, and 
th the 
found to be | 
of blood, and the strictured portion, which was in the bulb, | 
‘was seen to be split by the dilator ; but there was no laceration 
of the healthy portion of the canal, and there was no extrava- 
sation of urine. There was no examination of the kidneys pos- 
sible. The bladder was small and contracted. A false pas 
— On admission, she locked pale and anxious. She said she 
»y the impression made upon the system. That most terrible | often slept badly at night on account of abdominal pain. Has 
| constant desire to micturate, and when walking cannot retain 
her urine. On looking at the abdomen, there was seen a 
bulging forwards below the umbilicus on the left of the middie 
upper Margin was one and a to 
of the umbilicus. There was dulness on percussion in the 
| left lumbar regi whilst the umbilical and right lumbar 
fatal results have followed upon this operation at King’s Col- i spandiiincnniaaas The tumour presented an irre- 
be te ok and I am obliged to state that, so far as I have ait cate, was somewhat elastic on compression, but gave 
the execution of it in the hands of my no sense of fluctuation to the taxis. It was very movable over 
and of myself, the proceeding has alwa: etm 
with great andi strikingly little bloodshed or vielenes. 
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it, and seldom passed a whole day or night without i 
Her urine was pale and limpid, specific gravity 1 igh’ 
acid, and contained no albumen. Her pulse was not accele 


rated ; tongue clean ; chest-sounds good. Dr. Hall Davis exa- 
a uterine sound, and thus ascertained 


mined the uterus with 
that it was small and freely movable, independent] 


tumour, and in its natural position. She was ord by Dr. 


Davis a generous diet with two ounces of port wine daily, and 


a quinine mixture with sulphuric ether. 


7th.—Has passed sixty ounces of urine in the twenty- 
four hours, of the specific gravity above indicated, and quite 
She says she feels stronger and better than when she 


clear. 
first came into the ital. 
ins of much 


frequent pains in the lumbar, iliac, and 
inability to work for her livelihood, e 
‘was ovarian, and concluding that, from its 
the absence of —— its removal woul 
ration was promised ; but its dangers were 
to the patient, both by Dr. Davis and 


be easy, an ope 


Mr. 


24th.—The patient again presented herself for adraission, 
and expressed a strong rmination to have the tumour re- 
moved, urging that in her present state she was quite incapable 


that an operation should be performed. 


arranged 
26th.—An empty, well ventilated, and well warmed ward 


006, slightly 


of the 


in at the lower part of the 
patient on account of her ights from 
a strong 
wish to have the tumour removed. Believing that the tumour 
mobility and 

wson, and she 
was recommended to leave the hospital for a week to consider 
the subject well over with her friends. She was accordingly 


abdominal walls. It was most abundant near the incision. 


the outer and lower part of which ptt 


ran obliquely downwards and 
fluctuating feel. The kidney 
looked backwards and to the 


separated. The posterior 
by the tumour, and its greatest 
mass lay in the hilus, which was much altered in shape ; it 
formed a projection into the pelvis of the kidney, was 
somewhat dilated. The ureter was normal. The 

capsule was distant an inch and a half from the kidney. The 
descending colon and sigmoid flexure lay behind the tumour 
and a half, and the diameter three inches and a half ; 


moderate size. The walls of the lower part of the body were 
very flaccid, and the fundus was bent backwards, so as to 
form an angle with the lower part of the body. The right 
kidney was normal. The liver also was n . The 


was p' and supplied with warm vapour. The patient | was of moderate size, and very soft. The lumbar 
having placed under the influence of chloroform, a catheter | on the left side were somewhat enlarged, and infil with 
was introduced, and the small quantity of water im the bladder | medullary matter. On mi ical ination, the tumour 


drawn off. Mr. Lawson then ed the abdomen by an in- 
aioe, about four inches in | , below the umbilicus, when 


croscopical examination, : 
was found to consist almost entirely of round and oval nuclei, 
about the size of blood-globules, with a small quantity of v 


tumour, with the pressure merely of the weight of the | delicate fibres and long slender fibre-cells. There was no 
hand, immediately presented itself, lying in front of the intes- | of the tumour having been i 
It was In this case the nature and position of the 
evidently cov: by a layer of peritoneum, which had not the | tumour are sufficient to account for the error of yp 
ofomentum. Mr. Lawson then introduced his two | Certainly the last thing one would have expected to on 
fingers to explore round the tumour and ascertain the extent | opening the abdominal cavity, would be the kidney lying as 
of its pedicle, if it had any; but he found that it had no i 


dicle, and that its Be 


covering was continuous with 


peritoneal lining of the abdominal walls. The tumour was not 


it did on the surface of the intestines. The only way in 


within the trne abdominal cavity, but behind the peritoneum, | wards, and that the continued rolling movements of the intes- 
which it had carried forwards, and now f one of its | tines on it gradually urged it forwards, and, ing on the 
coverings. A small incision was made through the peritoneal | peritoneum, it formed for itself a mesentery, w became 
coat on the surface of the tumour to examine its nature, and i 


a dark-coloured elastic mass presented itself. This he 
tured with a fine exploratory trocar, but only a drop of 
- was now a question what was 

t was 


unc- 
lood 
that hi rable kidney 

it might be a movable ki a 

» bing ; and as this supposition seemed 


edges of the wound were now brought to- 
tages with harelip-pins, and the wire suture between them. 
of Mr. Salmon’s obstetric lined with flannel, 


and 


the 


e abdo- 


the operation she suffered but little pain, and maintained con- 
sciousness to within two or three hours of her death. 


coke of intestine and. the 


yeilow lymph was smeared over the 


t. It 
would 
motion in this direction was limited by the transverse 
and stomach, and it was when these were removed at the 
-mortem examination Somes be made to reach 4 
iaphragm. So far from the kidney being suspected as 
sions was ascertained to be healthy, with the exception of 
being of a low specific ag € There was no cachectic ap- 
pearance nor wasting of the tissues to a i 
wth, but the woman was well nourish 
air health and well suited for an i 


the diagnosis of tumours 
abdomen. 


Probincial Bosptal Bepors 


SOUTH DEVON AND EAST CORNWALL 
HOSPITAL. 

COMPOUND COMMINUTED FRACTURE OF THE SKULL, WITH 
DEPRESSION OF BONE ; TREPHINING ; RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Mr. WurpPte.) 

Tue following case, forwarded to us by Mr. George Miles, 
the h is remarkable, in the first place, for the 
great height from which the patient fell without being killed 
on the spot ; and, in the second, for the good recovery made 


| On the left side of the abdomen was a large oval tumour, at- 
-| eft kidney, from 
to project. The 
ey and tumour were envelo on sides by peri- 
y ME | toneum, which formed a kind of mesentery for them, so that 
they were freely movable upwards to the diaphragm, down- 
wards as far as the brim of the pelvis, and inwards to the 
mesial line. The left renal artery was much elongated, and 
outwards. The tumour had a 
was turned so that its hilus 
left, and its convex border for- 
| wards. On making a section the tumour and kidney, 
| the former was found to be of the consistence of very soft 
| brain-matter, of a pinkish-white colour, with a, Rao 
| tracks running through it. It was enveloped in a fi cap- 
| sule continuous with that of the kidney, from the substance 
scharged on van UD. 
e circumference near y twe ve inches. © ovaries W 
t— and tough, and much cicatrized. The uterus was of 
ef work, and was thus unable to maintain herself. It was | 
th 
| the unusual position can be accounted for 1s, that the wel 
| of the tumour gradually bore the kidney downwards and for- 
| 
completely altered 
to be the most p 
no further, and at once closed the wound, having first, how- | 
ever, satisfied himself that the uterus and ovaries were in situ 
was placed round the abdomen, Hl . patient returned to 
bed. Ordered grain hours. a as it adds another fact to the history of 
we rmelberny nine 0’ in the morning, and, | culties in the diagnosis of ovarian disease, and it is 
report at six o’clock states that she had been quiet, and | with the sincere hope that it may be an aid towards elucidating 
ood ~ She has no pain or tension in the cavity of the 
five ounces of urine during the night, and 
vomited once ; has no pain or tenderness of the abdomen ; 
pulse 108. During the morning she vomited several times, 
and in the afternoon the sickness increased in frequency. 
pository. After the suppository she slept for two hours ; but 
on waking the vomiting again returned. Without | | 
verbatim from the hospital notes, it is sufficient to sa 
vomiting continued more or less until she expired. a | 
men became tense and tympanitic on the afternoon of the 28th, 
and she died on the =_— of the 29th. From the time of | 
The following is an extract from the report of the post- | 
mortem examination by Dr. Cayley :— 
Abdomen: There was a ht os 


Tue Lancet,] 


PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL REPORTS.—MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


[Marcu 18, 1865. 287 


the removal of so many fragments of | 


ber 25th, 1863. 


bone. the fall mut 


hes led very debauched an maf dissipated life 
Sanne Se been drinking up to a late hour, and, | 


upon the left The fragments were firmly 23 

and considera doprewed.” The mt was per- | 
font conscious, there being no w yer of compression 
J i About six accident the 


ight nurse 8 3 sign of 
is. A goed thirst. 
an effervescing mixture o and | 


-—Complains of severe pai 
; pulse 68. He is a vy 
pils somewhat torpid on exposure to a strong light. Bowels 
y acted upon by an i affording him at relief. 
30th. i voura Wound suppurating discharge 
_To be with a of Condy’s 


STOCKPORT INFIRMARY. 


ENTRANCE OF A PIECE OF LEAD, TWO OUNCES IN WEIGHT, 
INTO THE CENTRE OF THE BRAIN ; DEATH RESULTING | 
TWENTY-SEVEN HOURS AFTER THE RECEIPT OF THE | 


INJURY. 
(Under the care of Mr. J. T, Pearson.) 


THE case is one of much interest. The particulars 
were forwarded by Mr. J. Peek Richards, the house-surgeon. 
A. B——, aged fourteen, was admitted into the i 


the skull, caused by the passage of a piece of lead through the | 
forehead in the following manner. It appears that the father 


of the boy had taken a piece of iron piping into the smithy, 
and in order to seal one of its ends had poured some molten 
lead down to the bottom. When his back was turned the boy | 
placed the piping in the fire for the purpose of melting the | 
lead, when by some means or other the leaden plug was pro- 
head. 

He was brought to the infirmary five hours after the acci- 
dent, when, on examination, it was found that there was a 
wound over the right eye communica’ with the interior 


the skull thro an aperture in the 
ra had exuded from, and 


siderable quantity of cerebral matter 


wound. He was semi-conscious, and when ae 
answered. When in bed, if the clothes were drawn 


him he quickly replaced them ; and any examination of the 
wound seemed to cause him considerable There was no 


The loose fragments were removed, the head shaved, and a 

of lint applied to the wound and _ evapo: lotion to 

ead. Croton oil was administered, without effect ; but 
oe the use of two enemata his bowels were freel 


to t some i 
of in removing the coverings over the wound, 
the t a considerable =aey of brain- 


. I morning well-marked symptoms of 
phalitis set in; and about six o'clock 


affected. 
0} 


friends strenuously objected to pened 
cut circular 
out), about fs size of a 


but on examining pam seat of ne 
bone, 


(with no 
extent of | four 


ann a little over an inch long, with 
of inch, both erie being fi 
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Dr. Peacock, Prestpenr. 


Dr. Dicktnson showed two specimens of 
ENTERITIS OCCURRING WITHOUT KNOWN CAUSE. 


practice. 

ing © uly, and vomiting. 

examination the whole mucous membrane of the 
| was found sloughing ; 


who died with obscure swell- 
On post-mortem 
intestine 


PERFORATION OF THE STOMACH, 
woman who died from the effects of i 
» after taking it. After death, the 
| tents of the stomach were found in the peritoneal cavity 
a hole as large as a sixpence was found’ is in the stomach ; 
the absence of any morbid action around the 
| relative extent and shape of the rupture of the se 
mucous coats, showed t the rupture had occurred after 
death. The case was brought forward on account of its im- 
portance in a medico-] point of view. 
Dr. WiLks remarked that Dr. Dickinson’s first cases were 
medicine, since the occurrence of acute 


also im t in legal 
been lente at the tral of Dr Smethurst. 
on Oct. 11th, 1864, with a compound comminuted fracture of | 


H. Lee mentioned an instance in which he had found 
rectum 


sloughing, in a case of 


secondary syphilis. 

The Prestpent remarked that the late Dr. Baly, in his lec- 
tures before the College of Physicians, had deseri cases of 
enteritis similar to those brought forward by Dr. Dickinson. 

Dr. Quaty observed that the stomach displayed by Dr. 

ickinson could not have given way by the generation of 
had it not been previously softened by the irritant poison, 
Mr. Hoimes exhibited a 
MALFORMATION OF THE BLADDER, 
in which there was a congenital cyst attached to a bladder 
which was otherwise malformed. 
Dr. Witks showed a specimen of 
LOSS OF THE PULMONARY VALVES. 
A man, aged thirty-one, came amongst his out-patients suffer- 
ing hen phthisis. He =a same time adouble bruit 
L 


the mucous membrane of the 


J. M——,, aged thirty-one, admitted Septem! 
Family history good, yielding no evidence of any hereditary | paratysis, and the breathing never at any ( une Sterto- 
stone quarry, ing a distance of eighty feet. e was - | tang up and atte 
coven some hours afterwards, and brought to the hospital. | or twice succeed 
: On admission, a large lacerated and contused wound was so that during 
‘ound, slightly above the left frontal eminence. On intro-_ mat 
arts PECEIN the nis 
irs 
a 18 Own reques was p acead under © influence Of chioro- 
form, and Mr. Whipple twice applied the trephine, subse- rough t ; im a 
quently removi eighteen fragments of bone, which in the direction TDackWa yards, a 
aggregate weet four drachms. These pieces of bone, when | foreign body cou 
collected and accurately placed in situ, covered a space mea- the pin of lead as 
suring 3in. by in. in diameter. The longitudinal sinus was ef. cylindrical a- 
opened, from which a rather profuse hemorrhage ensued. No meter of nearly t 
sutures were used to the wound, a simple water-dressing alone like those of a drum. 
of a damp cloth. Ordered to have milk diet ; — qnietude | 
to be dad pange to be ini in the orni | 
Sept. 26th. — Passed a comfortable night; no | 
headache ; face quite natural; tongue somewhat furred ; pulse 
66, full. 
27 
by t 
a — 
Pu 
ful The complaint in this form, he said, is very rarely seen in 
P tted into hos- 
fl rauions 1D e 
_ e other case, 
is granulating healthily. Appetite good. To have the ordinary that of a young woman, was similar: the last two feet of the 
diet of the hospital. Allowed to leave his bed. _ small intestine were sloughing. ; 
Dec. 20th. — The wound is now healed, and the patient Dr. Dickrnson also showed a specimen of 
declares himself ‘‘ quite well.” 
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heard over the valves of the heart, and traceable with equal 
intensity upwards on the left side. There was no indication 
in the pulse of from the im- 

babilities of the affection being in the mary artery, it 
ate thought to be due to an aneurismal or other morbid con- 
dition of the aorta. He had had an attack of rheumatism ten 
years before, since which he had been obliged to leave a labo- 
rious occupation for that of a cabman. / death, which 


took e from disorganization of the lungs, the cause of the | 


and diastolic bruit was found to be in the pulmo 
artery. One only of the sigmoid valves remained, another 


entirely disappeared, and a third had a mere vestige of itself | 
He There was no thickening of the | post 
| teen, who died of typhus fever, without symptoms 
to be | xisted. 


at the seat of attachment. 
healthy valve, or other signs of an inflammatory process ever 
having been present. The morbid process a) 
— an ulcerative one. Two of the aortic valves were 
slightly 


adherent, as the result of a former endocarditis. The | 
; regards the origin of the | 
disease some difficulty existed. The fact of the man’s health 


right ventricle was not As 
failing after an attack of rheumatism ten years before, pointed 
to that time as the probable period of the occurrence of the 
mischief ; whilst, on the other hand, the absence of all the 
ordinary signs of endocarditis, with the simple loss of the 
valves, su, a congenital malformation. The latter theory 
would be merely throw back the time of the occurrence of 
endocarditis to intra-uterine life, but would be favoured by the 
fact that affection of the pulm valves appears to be more 
prone to occur at that time than after the child is born. 
Mr. H. Smirn showed a 

LARGE TUMOUR REMOVED FROM THE SCAPULA 
by Mr. Fergusson. Before operation there was much doubt 
whether the tumour was connected with the bone. 


rtion of the bone—that below the spine. The operation was 
ifficult on account of a process under the neck of the 
bone, and running towards the -joint. The tumour 

—S to be of an innocent nature. 
. WILKS brought forward a child, the subject of Consti- 


tutional Syphilis, in whom the usual symptoms of the con- | 


is complication of the i i t 
of inp datidi>-wien ta thie process of diminution under the in- 
unction of mercury. 
Dr. Giss brought forward a man who had recovered from 
NECROSIS OF THE CRICOID CARTILAGE. 

The patient was forty-nine years of and had 
tions of the cricoid ‘that necrosis. 

ings through which these had escaped were observed with 
the laryngoscope, and a sketch of them, with the man’s his- 
tory, appeared in the fourteenth volume of the ‘‘ Transactions” 
of the Society. In August last there was much swelling of 
the false with stridor, cough, and which neces- 
sitated tracheotomy. As was antici the rings were ossi- 


pra 
ricial contraction of those parts 


to get rid of the detached portions of cartilage, having been 
watched with the aid of itbeyngenepe tr 
Dr. exhibited 
PORTIONS OF OSSIFIED TRACHEAL RINGS 
some months after tracheotomy, which had been re- 


expelled 

sorted to for chronic gouty disease of the larynx with obstruc- 
tion. The operation was one of the most complicated and 
difficult he had ever witnessed, from the ossified 
condition of the — the trachea, yer steel almost 
in its degree of The patient, an elderly gentleman, 
is doing very well, and e the fragments exhibited 
through the mouth of the tube some weeks back. 

Mr. HvuLke read a report on two cases of Pigmental or 
Black Cataract shown at a previous meeting by Mr. Windsor. 
He had found the fibres of the lens atrophied as usual, and 
stained with brownish pigment. 


Mr. Fer- 
gusson was of opinion that it was ; and this turned out to be | 
the case, and the tumour was removed entire with the lower | 


tal disease were present, and, besides, there was congenital | 
the rarity of | 


Mr. Hovror read a 0 Mr. T. Smith, Mr. Toynbee, 
and himself, on a case Tumor of the Tyee . The 
disease turned out to be of a sebaceous nature, hope peculiarity 
of the case consisting in the development of sebaceous tumours 
in the interior of the tympanum instead of in the meatus. 

Mr. H. Toomrson showed for Dr. Keith a specimen of 
CALCULUS ADHERING TO THE COATS OF THE BLADDER. 
Mr. Thompson observed that in most of these cases the evi- 

dence was derived from the impressions only of 
found certain difficulties in removing a stone. 
case, the stone adhering to the 
-mortem examination. The patient was a girl 
although some urinary symptoms had e 
made hastily, 
. it 
hatic 
adherent. letter from Dr. Keith was read, in which he 
ined how this accident might occur, and mentioned that 
found the complication only in two cases out of more than 
one hundred lithotomies and as many cases of lithotrity. 
Mr. H. Trompson showed a 


VERY STOUT HAIR-PIN TAKEN FROM THE BLADDER OF A 
GIRL AGED THIRTEEN, 

which he had removed by the high or supra-pubic operation. 
The patient had come two hu miles out of the country, 
and had experienced very little inconvenience from the journey. 
The sharp ends of the pin were embedded e coats 
of the vagina, and it could be seized by the lithotrite 
it could not be extrac’ The high operation was easily per- 
formed, and the patient has done well since, three weeks after 
the operation. Mr. Th remarked that the instrument 
invented by M. Matthieu for removing such hair-pins by trac- 
tion would not have acted here on account of the great strength 
of the pin. This he had ascertained by experiment. 

Dr. GrEENHOW showed the 

ESOPHAGUS, STOMACH, AND ILEUM FROM A CASE OP 
DIPHTHERIA. 

The patient, a boy aged fifteen, died in the Middlesex Hospital 
during the relapse of the disease, with increase of the throat 
affection, albumimuria, and vomiting. Dr. Greenhow remarked 
that he had had several fatal cases of the same kind in private 
practice, where he had had no opportunity of making a post- 
mortem examination. In the present case there was much 
of membrane of By stomach and ileum, 

© 80) were enlarged, pulmonary apoplexy 
existed in both Tangs 

Dr. GrrEnHow also showed a specimen of 

SUPRA-RENAL CAPSULAR DISEASE 
from a girl aged twelve years and nine months. The patient, 
trem t to be embrowned, 
but showed no symptoms of the disease till a few weeks before 
her death, when vomiting commenced and soon became con- 
stant, very rapid and weak. Dr. Greenhow 
py 7 eae ese symptoms the disease called by the name 
of Addison, h he could not then see much marked dis- 
coloration ; but this soon became perceptible, and the patient 
died with the usual symptoms. On -mortem examination, 
a small deposit of unsoftened tu e was found in each apex ; 
but there was no morbid deposit to account for death in any 
mi ces e 

Dr. was also ibited ‘The blood was 
as soon as possible after death, and appeared natural. 

Dr. PLayratr showed a case of 


EXTRA-UTERINE FORTATION IN THE FALLOPIAN TUBE. 
The patient died in King’s College Hospital from rupture of 
the tube. The patient oon not aware that she was pregnant, 
and the ptoms (chiefly vomiting of blood) were referred to 
ulcer of the stomach—a di is which was thought to be 
confirmed by the patient’s sudden death with The 
feetus seemed to be of about the age of four months. 

Dr. Jutius showed an instance of 


ANEURISM OF THE AORTA PRESSING ON THE PULMONARY 
ARTERY. 

The case during life was obscure. The patient had had winter 

cough for some with palpitation for a few months. 

There was loaf beuit, which was supposed to be 


and the stone torn away from 


fied, and the necessary precautions were taken to obviate this. 
His subsequent progress was most satisfactory, for all the 
became clear, | 

necrosed fragments of cartilage had extruded. voice was 
fot, clear, and loud, as was made manifest to the Society. | 

. Gibb did not think it prudent to dispense with the silver | 
canula at present, owing to the inclemency of the weather. | 
But, in bringing the case before the Society, he stated that it | 
was one of extreme interest, from the fact of the progressive | 
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he | the U.S. Army are such that now the physiologist may also 
profit, and that more readily than he has been wont to do 
By the organization of 


injuries of any single large nerve ;” and thus phenomena 


| which were once deemed rare and curious grew common- 


+ | place as experience was enlarged. There is certainly an ad- 


Dr. Morris Toner exhibited a specimen of 
DISEASE OF THE SPINAL CORD, 
which was taken from a man admitted into 
rheumatism 


by epi convulsions. The brain was found per- 

fectly healthy, with the exception of slight thickening of the 

arachnoid, but several portions of the spinal cord were found 

of very firm consistence, very translucent, and quite deficient 

in natural nerve tissue. A number of amylacea 
e case Was 


epilepy being due to prope 


Mr. Mason a case of 
SCIRRHOUS CANCER OF THE PROSTATE GLAND. 


He died worn out 

post-mortem examination the was found oe 

ous cancer. Mr. Mason had examined the 

ohnson. Both 
it was scirrhus. 

Mr. THompson remarked on the great rarity of scirrhus in 


this organ. 

The specimen was referred to Dr. Murchison, Mr. Thompson, 
and Mr. Mason for report. 

Dr. ANDREW exhibited a specimen of 

MALIGNANT DISEASE OF THE UTERUS, 
which had in sl The character of the tumour 
renee of te the 

Dr. GREENHALGH Tread the notes of the case during life, 
which had been sent into hospital as being a case of ovarian 
disease. The tumour was of very large size, and occasionally 
and the tumour. The cancer in this case involved onl ~ 
fundus and body of the uterus, a peculiarity which Dr. 
says that he has only seen three tines, and Dr. Greeahalgh 

y the number. 


Mr. Brooke showed a specimen of 
PEDUNCULATED FATTY TUMOUR, 
tumour been punctured by years 
ago, under the idea that it was an abscess. This part had 
it had here undergone cancerous degeneration. 


Bebiews and Wotices of Books. 


S. 


Gunshot Wounds and other Injuries 
D., and 


Mrrenett, M.D., Grorce R. 


Ir is gratifying to know that at least some portion of the 
misery entailed upon man by the American war may be, and 
has been, utilized. Surgeons and physicians have learned 


vantage in this ; but the value of many of the facts recorded 
in both the works mentioned at the head of this article 
is diminished by their entire freedom from all pathological 
anatomy. For such absence, however, no blame can be at- 
tached to their authors ; but great credit is due to the phy- 
sicians, as not one single patient died! The materials for the 
study of nerve-injuries consist, therefore, of the careful clinical 
records of 120 cases during life; with regard to which their 
authors say, and with justice, that ‘‘ no labour has been spared 
in making them as perfect and full as possible.” 

Chapter II. is devoted to a consideration of the Primary 
Effects of Wounds or other Injuries of Large Nerves ; and it 
is one the value of which is reduced by the fact that it was 
“impossible to determine accurately the amount of nerve- 
lesion in most individual cases.” With regard to the pheno- 
mena of ‘‘ shock,” we are informed that in every case of wound 
of nerve-trunks in the legs the injured man fell instantly, but 
not one lost consciousness ; whereas of those who were wounded 


| elsewhere,—thirty-one in number,—only seven ‘fell instantly,” 


but then they ‘fell unconscious,” and all of these were 
wounded in the neck, face, or arms. The phenomena of 


. | shock were most marked in injuries to the upper third of the 


body. 

In the third chapter, on Wounds of Nerve-Centres, there 
is nothing new that is of material importance, unless we 
except the following lines as a specimen of rather curious 
phraseology and anatomy :—‘‘ Two fragments of bone escaped 
from the wound : one was a part of the carotid foramen of the 
third vertebra” ! 

The most interesting fact in the chapter devoted to Wounds 
of Spinal Nerves is that recorded in the case of a man whose 
neck was entered by a ball behind the ramus of the jaw on 
the right side, the ball escaping in front of the angle of the 
jaw on the left side; and in whom a month later it was noticed 
that ‘‘the pupil of the right eye was very small, and that of 
the left eye unusually large,” with ptosis of the right eyelid, the 
ball of which looked smaller than the left. It was also noticed 
that after walking in the heat the face ‘‘ became distinctly 
flushed on the right side only, and pale on the left.” These 
changes the authors refer to ‘‘ commotion of the spine in the 
track.” 

In the fifth and sixth chapters, on Wounds and other In- 
juries of Nerve-Trunks, evidence is given to show that con- 
tusions may injure nerves so as to cause atrophy, which may 
involve only certain fibres of a muscle and respect the rest; 
such atrophy being sometimes accompanied by a contracted 
state of the muscles. It is also shown that disease may extend 
along the course of nerve-trunks so as to produce the results 
of injured nerves in parts remote from those on which the 
original injury was inflicted. 

The effects of wounds on the nutrition of the skin and its 
appendages are described with care, and are of interest. Early 
in the case of entire division of the nerves of a part, with total 
palsy of a whole limb, there is, in most instances, edema, 
with thickening and dryness of the skin, and a change in its 
tint to yellow or pale-brown ; the epithelium hangs in patches 
here and there, and the nails are curved as in tubercular dis- 
ease. In other cases may be observed that “glossy” skin 
which was first described by Mr. Paget a year ago, and which 
our authors state does not belong to cases of complete division 


mitral. He was rather hoarse, and had a little difficulty] _—— 7 
swallowing. After some relief from his stay in hospital, 
left, and returned after some months with dropsy, i 
cough, and dyspnea. He died with an increase of th 
On examination no disease was fou 
in the mitral valve. The aorta contained several aneuri 
pouches, one of which pressed so much on the pulmonary 
This obstruction to the pulmo: 
cire tion accounted for the absence of symptoms of ‘pul 
monary congestion during life, which would have been ex- 
in a case of extensive mitral 
ion of the might have it, o 
Hono, he artery Nave the brat ol 
greatly dilated. 
or 
l with hemi- 
epileptic hemiplegia, the 
ga 
The patient had suffered from pain in passing urine for three | 
years, the symptoms having commenced a few weeks after an 
| 
W. Keen, M.D., Acting Assistant-Surgeons 
U.S.A., in charge of U.S.A. Wards for Diseases of the 
Nervous System, Turner’s-lane Hospital, Philadelphia. 
Reflex Paralysis: being C No. 6, Surgeem-General's | 
Office, Washington. 1864. 
| 
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of the nerves. The changes producing this appearance may 
begin within a few days, or at a later date; but usually they 
arise while the wound is healing. They may disappear in a 
few weeks, or may persist indefinitely; and although especially 
prone to affect the palms of the hands, they may be observed 
in other regions. The skin is red or mottled ; in some places 
the cutis is exposed ; the tissues are less elastic, and there are 
eracks in the epithelium ; there are no wrinkles and no hairs; 
and the glossiness is such that the skin shines “‘as though it 
had been skilfully varnished.” 

Amongst the changes observed in the nails is noticed one 
which is ‘“‘ quite iar” —viz., the retraction of the skin at 
that end of the nail next to the third finger-joint, to such a 
degree that the sensitive matrix becomes exposed. With this 
is generally associated a curve in the long axis, extreme lateral 
arching, and sometimes thickening of the cutis beneath its ex- 
tremity, the appearance being so striking that it would be 
possible to ‘‘diagnose the existence of nerve-lesion from the 
form of the protuberant and oddly curved nails.” 


and that most successfully, by repeatedly blistering the burn- 
ing portions, such treatment, in many cases, being followed by 


a cure. 

In the chapter devoted to a consideration of the Influence 
of Wounds of Nerves upon Muscular Movement, a species of 
tonic contraction is described, which differs widely from that 
often known to accompany atrophy of the muscular tissue, 
and in these respects—viz., that electric contractility is re- 
tained or even exaggerated, the tissue is hard, but not wasted, 
and the attempt at passive movement is strongly resisted, an 
“‘ over-excitable” condition having been induced, which shows 
itself in ‘‘ violent spasmodic contractions.” This condition, 
we presume, is analogous to that often encountered in diseases 
and derangements of the nervous system, where, in addition 
to physical changes, there are morbid states of the intelligence 
and moral faculties—cases in which the patient's imagination 
and volition, as well as sensori-motion, come in between the 
physician and the symptoms, and render the difficulties of 
diagnosis considerable, and those of treatment almost insuper- 


Symptoms have sometimes presented themselves in nervous | able. 


injuries so similar to those of acute rheumatism that “‘ Dr. 
Mitchell was induced to consider rheumatism as of spinal 
origin,” and his treatment founded on this view ‘‘was most 
successful.” Our authors say further upon this subject that 
**modern pathologists have traced the causation of rheumatism 
to a strictly chemical source ; but no one can avoid seeing that 
there may be a cause beyond this, even though the chemical 
conditions be still considered as essential links in the chain. 
Thus, after all, the true origin may be spinal.” With the idea 
conveyed in this passage we agree, although the terms of the 
first sentence are by no means happily selected. That rheu- 
matism and chorea are intimately related is now as well known 
a fact as is the association of the former with pericarditis and 
inflammation of the endocardium ; and the very interesting 
relationship between these elements of disease has recently 
received further illustration by the association of chorea with 
endo-pericarditis—the latter being developed while under our 
observation-—in a girl, aged fifteen, who was not suffering from, 
and had never exhibited any joint-affection. It is not an un- 
reasonable conjecture, therefore, that the ‘‘ fact that there are 
rheumatisms depending for existence on neural changes may 
aid us hereafter to discriminate varieties of type amongst the 
forms of rheumatic diseases.” 

the Lesions of Sensation, which form the subject- 
matter of the following chapter, the mest interesting is that 
form which is termed ‘‘ burning pain,” and which, 
to our authors, had not been previously described. It is a 
frequent and terrible occurrence, and is sometimes associated 
with ‘‘ glossy skin,” although it may exist without the latter. 
Its victims liken it to ‘‘mustard red hot,” or to ‘‘a red hot 
tile rasping the skin,” and it sometimes amounts to ‘almost 
unendurable anguish.” This pain arises ‘‘ almost always 
during the healing of a wound,” but it may commence earlier 
in the history of a case. It never attacks the trunk, rarely 
the arm or thigh, and not often the forearm or leg. Its 
favourite site is the foot or hand, and especially the dorsal sur- 
face of the former, the palmar of the latter. The pain is gene- 
rally superficial, its intensity, sometimes slight, amounting 
sionally ‘‘to a state of torture which can hardly be credited.” 
The skin becomes hyperesthesic, and the part is carefully pro- 
tected from the air, and kept constantly wet. As the pain 
increases, the temper changes, the general health becomes 
seriously impaired, and the patient grows hysterical. Heat, 
motion, and a dependent position, increase the pain ; cold and 
moisture relieve it; the temperature of the affected part is 
higher than that of the surrounding parts, or than that of cor- 
responding points on the other half of the body. It lasts some- 
times but a few weeks, while in other cases it is more enduring. 
This pain is believed to be due to an altered condition of the 
circulation and nutrition of the part affected, and it is treated, | see 


Not much information is to be derived from the chapter on 

the Condition of Calorification in Injuries of Nerves, no very 
accurate and at the same time applicable mode of testing the 
temperature of limbs and portions of limbs having been em- 
ployed. The general results obtained “‘in a number of very 
grave cases” were to the effect that the damaged limb was 
‘*nearly always colder ;” and that of five cases in which the 
reverse condition was observed, four were the victims of 
“‘the burning pain” already described. 
With regard to diagnosis and prognosis little or nothing de- 
finite is added to our previous knowledge, but the following 
results of treatment are not without interest:—When a scar 
presses upon a nerve and causes pain, active frictions over the 
cicatrix, with moderate exercise of the part, ‘‘ succeeded always 
in relieving it.” In neuralgia, where the track of the nerves 
is found tender on pressure, leeches are of service, Morphia 
injections (hypodermic) are very useful, but it is of little 
moment where the injections are made. And, lastly, the 
general conclusion of our authors, which we quote :— 

‘*No class of cases with which we have been called to deal 
seemed to us, at one time, so sadly hopeless as injuries of 
nerves; none better rewarded ordinary an 
to afford relief. We look back with unfei 


Reflex Paralysis” is, we think, aie 
nature of the injuries which were sometimes received. 
nervous system must have been greatly injured, when, for 
after receiving a fragment of a shell in the upper part 
of his thigh, and falling to the ground “‘ half conscious,” ‘‘ he 
lay on the field for twenty-four hours, the weather being very 
cold ;” or when, as in another case, the wounded man was “‘on 
the field thirty-six hours ;” or when, as in a third, the patient 
was so much exposed to the sun for four days that “the arm, 
being bare, was blistered.” Two cases, however, appear to be 
fair examples of what may be termed “‘reflex paralysis,” yet 
the records of these do but illustrate the well-known fact that 
paralytic effects may follow causes operating on parts which 
do not lie between the highest organ of the will—the brain— 
and the immediate agents of locomotion in the limbs—the 
muscles; but they cannot be said to increase our knowledge of 
the nature of the relation which subsists between those causes 
and effects. 


Tue “ Proceepines” OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 
—It is — that this work is now 


great number who came to us despairing cripples, and 
e left us eased of pain, and either entirely well, or so far 
- x1 as to enable them to employ their limbs in useful occu- 
Ww! 


DWELLINGS FOR THE METROPOLITAN POOR. (Marcu 18, 1865. 29] 
be a great grievance, and is one which in the case referred to 
has attracted merited attention. The working classes require 
to be cared for. They, 

_ Fancied deprivations, not practical grievances, are appealed 
“against. Political disqualifications are bewailed, but social 
LONDON: SATURDAY, MARCH 18, 1865. _comfort is not demanded. The happiness, care, and well- 

_ being of these, the foundation of our entire social system, ought 

THe contemplated removal of the Law Courts, and the therefore to be, as we trust they are, matters of concern to the 
erection of a so-called Palace of Justice on the site between State. The removal of so large a number of dingy dwellings 
Carey-street and the Strand, have elicited from certain honour-  dislodges, amongst others, two classes: the decent labourer, 
able members of Parliament inquiries as to what will be done on | and the London vagrant. While these residences are avail- 
the completion of the first and the commencement of the second | able for the former merely because of their cheapness and 
of these long-talked-of ‘‘ improvements.” The former question | locality, they are especially suitable for the latter from the 
has reference to possible embellishments which some future | peculiarity of their construction and the many facilities thereby 
Government may attempt on the space that has been and will , afforded for the evasion of the police, once their mhabitants 
be created in front of Westminster Hall; and the second | reach their intricacies of narrow alleys and mysterious pas- 
merely affects the immediate comfort and well-being of about | sages. In certain parts of London blocks of houses of 
2500 of the very poorest of the community. We offer our | quaint device are to be found, somewhat similar to those on 
apology for mentioning together two matters of such different | the Carey-street site, combining in curious complexity tall 
importance. The one must entail an outlay of millions for | dark dwellings separated by court-ways which scarcely admit 
the purpose of leaving to posterity some inexplicable combina- | either air or light. These are usually tenanted by the labourer 
tion of architectural styles, and, it may be, various grotesque | and the poor. They constitute the chief anxiety of the dis- 
groupings of statuary similar to those in front of the Royal Aca- | trict officer of health. The parish officials and the police are 
demy, over which Macautay’s New Zealander will meditate familiar with the occupants of their cellars amd garrets ; the 
with wonder, divided in opinion whether the monuments had tenants of the middle stories have enough of privation to give 
belonged to Westminster Abbey, or were not the continua- them sympathy for the one, and sufficient of honesty to make 
tion of the Charing-cross metropolitan graveyard, into which, them avoid the other, of their fellow-lodgers. It thus occurs 
at long intervals of time, two horsemen had strayed. The that in such localities, while suffering and disease find many 
other is question of smaller outlay, and has less of interest | victims, crime is at the same time afforded a shelter. Those 
for the antiquary. It is one merely affecting the present ; _who take a superticial view of the matter condemn the locality 
and yet it involves the old old story of human suffering, dis- “wherein felonies have been committed or to which criminals 
ease, and death, poverty and crime. It is to it that we invite escape; and, regarding their community as a whole, have little 
attention. The removal of many houses in the centre of the | “feeling for the many because of the wrong-doing of the few. 
City, inhabited from the cellar to the garret by the working A moment's reflection will show the injustice of such condemna- 
community, is a serious matter. Is neceasitates the coonpente | tion. We have no desire to enlist sympathy for those vagrants 
seeking residences elsewhere. This must result either in the "or thieves about to be dislodged. It is a matter of no import- 
dwellings in the neighbourhood becoming unduly crowded, or “ance to themselves or to society where they may migrate. 
the working poor being housed at a distance from their daily It is for the working man we would plead. It is worth 
occupation, and being thereby obliged, not only to increase while to consider the influence on his position which those 
their labour in proportion to the space they are compelled great public undertakings so extensively in operation may 
to travel, but in a similar degree to diminish their rest that exercise. The first result is an increased demand for lodgings 
they may keep time with their employers. Viewed from a in their neighbourhood. This entails either a greater rental 
sanitary point of view, both of these results are to the werking | or a closer crowding—both deeply to be regretted, though on 
manof most vital importance. The numerous classesof carriers, sanitary and social grounds they stand differently. The pay- 
porters, warehousemen, and labourers occupied in the City, un- ment of even an extra shilling a week deducted from the 
dergo an amount of daily exertion and fatigue almost incredible. _ workman's wage involves privations far beyond that apparent 
It is a mistake to believe that, with few exceptions, the working | value. These are, however, personal to himself and family, 
man proper is other than a human machine who, by instinct and have to that extent less of public interest than the larger 
equally as by force of habit, does his duty in the sphere of life | question of overcrowding. The faint heart and crushed spirit of 
to which he has been called. His existence is one of routine, | the underfed labourer and his family must pass unnoticed, until 
On the conclusion of his day's toil he, with rare exceptions, | disease appears amongst those so prepared for its visit. Then, 
finds his way home to his family, with whom in frugal content- | when weekly returns show fever to be on the increase, and 
ment his life passes. If so disposed, he has no time to com- | epidemic visitations to be with stealthy steps making progress, 
plain. Wearied at night, his greatest luxury is rest. Maynew, | @ sense of alarm begins to be manifest. The humble funeral is 
in his graphic illustrations of the London poor, well describes | delayed in its way by the plumed hearse, and society learns 
the labourer as often spending the greater part of his Sunday | that death is no respecter of persons. In a sanitary point of 
in bed, making amends, as it were, for his diminished rest | view, it is obvious that some great exertions on the part of 
during the week. It is obvious that to remove the dwellings Government are required in reference to the working classes 
of those so employed to a distance from their occupation will! and their dwellings. On moral grounds the necessity of 
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governmental interference is equally imperative. It is known 
to be a fact that in many instances the youth of both sexes, 
often after the age of puberty, sleep in the same rooms as are 
occupied by their parents. It is scarcely to be wondered at 
that those results should follow which the annals of debauchery 
and crime as exhibited at the police courts so frequently re- 
veal. The first downward step had been taken before a full 
consciousness of its iniquity had been acquired, and the young 
had entered on the path of vice, from which poverty and social 
necessity had, as it were, left no escape. For moral as well as for 
sanitary reasons does it behove the Government to take steps 
to terminate this condition of affairs, and to prevent its re- 
currence. The munificence of Mr. Peasopy and others—who 
rightly deemed that their wealth could find no more chari- 
table or useful employment than by enabling the humbler 
classes at a moderate cost to provide for themselves decent 
homes—is an example the Government would do well to fol- 
low. Though great national undertakings of this character 
may derive benefit from the co-operation of private individuals, 
they should not be left wholly to them. 

The necessity of some efforts for the erection of suitable 
dwellings for the artizan and labourer is imperative. Omitting 
altogether those considerations suggested by the duty of a 
Government, we discuss the proposition on the narrow and 
sordid basis of public economy. How much of disease would 
be obviated, how much of crime would be prevented, how 
much of industry would be promoted, by a removal of those 
causes admitted to exercise so important and pernicious an 
influence on the social condition of the labouring poor. Our 
hospitals would be less crowded, as cleanliness banished fever 
and its allies. Our asylums would number fewer inmates, as 
struma and the many infantile diseases that affect the structure 
of the brain were less matured by crowded and gloomy dwel- 
lings. Our gaols and reformatories would receive fewer of our 
youth if by their associations they were not so early invited to 
vice. There is something anomalous in the aspect of our 
metropolis when we consider the condition of the dwellings of the 
operatives in contrast with those measures in force of a so- 
called sanitary nature. Nuisances must be removed, smoke 
must be consumed, inhabited cellars must be of certain propor- 
tions, and the dead must be speedily interred ; infants must 
be vaccinated, and adults provided with wholesome food. But 
there the measures rest. Metropolitan improvements, except 
when an imperial necessity arises, such as that of the building 
of the new law courts, may be considered to take no heed of 
the densely-packed dwellings in which the working class live, 
and to give little consideration to the obligation commerce and 
trade impose for the suitable provision of healthy dwellings for 
those who must be regarded as their servants. Public atten- 
tion being now aroused to this question, we commend it to the 
serious notice of all who really desire the welfare of their 
less fortunate fellow-men. We believe that as a measure of 
public policy, the social condition of the London labourers and 
operatives is one deserving of special enactments on the part of 
the Government. We are satisfied that a large scheme for the 
improvement of their homesteads is not only demanded, but is 
practicable; and we trust equally to the wisdom as to the phi- 
lanthropy of the Legislature that some provisions directed to 
thie object may be introduced asa not unworthy termination of 
the operations of the present Parliament. 


Some three or four months back attention was directed in 
these columns to a subject which it is the duty of those com- 
munities the more advanced in civilization to take under their 
especial care. This is, the method of slaughtering animals to 
to be used as food so that as little suffering to the creatures 
may accrue as is consistent with the due preservation of the 
economical properties of the meat. The mode then recently 
suggested by Dr. M‘Cormac, of Belfast, of killing cattle by 
means of the inhalation of carbonic acid gas, was particularly 
noticed ; to which might have been added the plan advocated 
by others, of subjecting them to the influence of chloroform. 
Upon the feasibility of any individual method, however, we 
did not venture an opinion, our object being rather to show 
that the present method of slaughtering animals was certainly 
cbjectionable on merely humanitarian principles, and that the 
question was one which might well occupy the attention of 
scientific and practical men on the one hand, and the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals on the other. The 
public had been demanding some months before that societies 
like the latter should keep a sharp lock out upon physiologists 
and scientific men as to the so-called practice of vivisection. 
We asked them to condescend to cast their eyes on the prac- 
tices of our butchers and knackers, and to take an occasional 
survey of our abattoirs and slaughteryards. It was stated upon 
good authority that all the suffering, real or alleged, of vivi- 
section in its worst forms was slight in comparison to that 
which was being day after day inflicted in the butchers’ yards 
of this land. Poor calves were said to be slowly tortured in 
order to give whiteness to veal. They were hung upon hooks 
run through the tendons of the legs, and thus, being suspended 
alive, were allowed to bleed slowly to death. The tortures of 
oxen were even worse, and pigs and sheep fared but little 
better. In fine, our mode of killing animals was still as bar- 
barous as it was in the darkest ages, and was as savage as 
amongst any savages of the globe. There might be some little 
exaggeration in this statement, and Dr. M‘Cormac’s method 
might not be more feasible than that by chloroform or pithing ; 
for, said a correspondent, — 

‘Will the animal killed on this plan be fit for human food ? 
Will not almost immediate putrefaction take place after the 
death of the animal? Animals which die in the holds of 
vessels during a storm, being deprived of atmospheric air, are 
destroyed by carbonic acid gas. Their carcases are found to 
become very soon putrid, and in no instance are they allowed 
to be used for human food. I contend that the late Dr. Carson’s 
plan is the most humane and efficient method of slaughtering 
animals—viz., by collapsion of the lungs. In sheep, lambs, 
calves, and pigs, this is easily effected. Bind the animal toa 
cradle, or suspend it by the fore legs, and attach the hind legs 
to a weight or ring in the ground to keep the animal steady. 
After this has been done, if an insertion be made into each 
side of the chest between the fifth and sixth ribs, the lungs 
will immediately collapse......The animal in less than twenty 
seconds—the elasticity of the lungs having been destroyed— 
will appear in a state of stupor, and apparently free from pain. 
ee: For slaughtering oxen machinery would be required to 
keep the animal steady.” 

But if one method be not available, cannot another be found 
which may displace the barbarous procedures which unques- 
tionably prevail to a considerable extent amongst the slaugh- 
terers of animals for the sustenance of civilized and Christian 
communities? Time goes on, however, and this important 
subject receives little heed, attention being paid rather to the 
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q btedly in itself weighty enough—as to how 
best to treat meat immediately after slaughtering in order to 
its preservation and the retention of its dietetic properties in 
the future. This seems more interesting to the public than 
the humanitarian department of the subject; and if the 
public at large be indifferent as to the latter point, what we 
may say, and what the Society we have called upon to inter- 
fere may do in it, will have, we fear, but little result. How 
that Society may be met in its endeavours to check the bar- 
barities exercised by those who deal with animals used as 
food may be guessed from what took place at the Clerkenwell 
Police Court on the 18th of last month. A sheep salesman at 
Oxford and the Metropolitan Cattle Market was summoned at 
the instance of the secretary of the Society in question for 
‘having eruelly ill-treated certain sheep at the New Cattle 
Market by exposing the same for sale when shorn of their 
fleece, thereby contravening the statute 12th and 13th of 
Vicr., cap. 92. 


‘Inspector James Rutherford, an officer in the employ of 
the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, 
described the state in which he saw the sheep on the 20th of 
January, which were standing without cloths, shivering, shak- 
ing from head to feet, and their backs set up in the form of an 
arch. He told the defendant he ought to have cloths on the 
sheep on such a cold and wet day, and a short time afterwards 
some cloths were put on. _ 

5 Joseph Dobie, an officer in the employ of the 
Society, and Police-constable Floyd, 449 A, corroborated In- 
spector Rutherford. 

“Mr. George Tegg, veterinary surgeon and inspector to the 
Metropolitan Cattle Market, saw the sheep trembling and suf- 
fering from the weather. They suffered pain from having 
been clipped and then placed in an open market. The effect 
of the cold would be death to a great many. Sheep thus ex- 
posed died of inflammation of the bowels. The slaughtermen 
called them ‘ chilled sheep.’ 

‘* Professor Charles Spooner, chief of the Veterinary College, 
had heard the evidence of the witnesses. He considered that 
the exposure of the nerves of the skin of the animal conse- | 
quent upon the removal of the wool, which was the natural | 
covering, would have the effect of producing very serious suf- 
fering. An aching pain was produced from exposure to the | 
cold. If the natural covering were taken from an animal all — 
the nerves of the skin were exposed, and the blood was pre- | 
vented from proper circulation. He had not the least hesita- 
tion in saying that the mutton was influenced, and that it was | 
affected in the taste. It was less palatable. The putting | 
cloths on sheep would mitigate the evil, not altogether pre- 
vent it. 

“Mr. Arthur Cherry, veterinary surgeon to the Metro- 
politan Police, gave similar evidence.” 

For the defence of this heartless and inhuman act, it was 
stated by the legal person engaged by the culprit that 

«The practice now complained of was not a matter of a few 
days or months, but had been the practice of the farmers of 
this country from time immemorial. If the Legislature had 
intended that sheep should not be shorn and sent to market in 
that condition, it would have stated so; but the 2nd section 
of the 12th and 13th of Victoria, cap. 92—the Cruelty to Ani- 
mals Prevention Act—did not say anything of the kind. And 
he should call witnesses to prove that the sheep did not belong 
to the defendant, but were consigned to him.” 

The Magistrate before whom the case was heard said 

“‘It appeared to him that the case must fall at the outset, 
as the was before him. The grazier or farmer 
who sent the sheep up should be proceeded against, and not 


the salesman. Even if the case had been proved against 
Mr. Pratt, he would not have inflicted a fine, owing to the 
long practice. The evidence was so strong, however, that if 
another case of the kind were brought before him he should 
feel inclined to convict. His own impression was that the 
salesman was bound to sell the sheep, and that if he was care- 
less in the business he to a certain extent participated in the 
cruelty, although the consigner was most to blame. 

‘“‘Mr. Ricketts.—Do I understand you to say that salesmen 
are not liable ? 

‘Mr. D’Eyncourt.—Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. 

Every case must rest on its own merits.” 
It was stated before the magistrate that the person who thus 
sheared his sheep in the dead of winter, with the thermometer 
far below freezing-point, and then sent them up to the cattle 
market, where they were prevented even from moving to and 
fro to keep up a certain amount of animal heat, was one 
Tuomas Acres, of Black Bourton, near Oxford. 

At a recent meeting of the West Lothian Agricultural Asso- 
ciation held at Linlithgow, the subject of the conveyance of 
cattle under cruel conditions by railway was brought under 
consideration. Great credit is due to Mr. Rerp for drawing 
attention to the great need there is at present existing of 
appliances for the watering of cattle when being conveyed 
from one place to another by rail. Truck a lot of ordinary-fed 
or lean cattle, say, at Invergordon or Inverness for Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, or London ; and under the present arrangement of 
forwarding live stock, the time commonly taken up in the 
journey would be thirty hours to Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
and from forty-eight to sixty to London. Then the stock in 
most cases will in all probability have been driven for twelve 
hours previous to being trucked, to which is to be added the 
frequent detention that occurs at the station before the poor 
animals are started on their long and fatiguing journey; 
so that in a very short time after being trucked they get 
parched with thirst, from having travelled a long distance, 
and from the number herded together. Now can it be won- 
dered at that by the time the animals leave the trucks at 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, or London, they are utterly exhausted 
(the saliva often oozing from their noses and mouths), and look 
as if in a state of disease? As Mr. Rerp properly points out, 
anyone acquainted with the slaughtering of cattle in that state 
knows that the beef has lost considerably in quality, and that 
consequently the value of the animal is very much reduced ; 
and all this from the simple want of a timely supply of 
fresh water on the journey, which want acts upon cattle 
in a manner easily perceptible to even an unpractised eye. 
The hair stands up and becomes dry, and the animal has all 
the appearance of having been severely bruised or crushed ; so 
that, with back up, dull eyes, and dependent ears, it appears 
a most miserable object. To obviate this great evil, Mr. Rerp 
has patented a particular kind of trough to be attached to 
railway cattle-trucks, by which not only a due supply of water 
may be given to the animals, but cake, corn, &c., be likewise 
dispensed. According to Mr. Rez, all the present distress to 
which cattle are subject in being forwarded by rail would dis- 
appear if Government would cause properly organized trains 
to run in the same manner as passenger-trains, regulated by a 
time-table, to point out the stations on the route where the 
trains make a stop for a short time to replenish the water in 
the different troughs (at intervals of tive or six hours), by means 
of the hose which supplies the engine as the trains are allowed 
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to go slowly past it. The stoppage of one minute would, it is men have no leisure to form political opinions. The legitimate 
deemed, be sufficient to supply water to each truck fitted up issue of such an admission is the further one, that medical men 
upon Mr. Rerp’s plan. The expense of the latter, moreover, _ have no right to a vote, which is the most practical expression 
is but a trifle when compared with the great good it would | | 
part of current history jitics are becoming more and more 


| a science, with great powers of affecting communities and 
Before we conclude this subject of cruelty to animals, we classes. And it will be increasingly inconvenient and dis- 


would observe that a recent correspondent of the Sporting creditable to have bodies of educated men ignoring them. If 
Gazette remarks upon the fact that no fewer than forty-four we are to have a Reform Bill, it will be still more desirable 
“two-year-olds” have been entered for the first races (Lincoln) that merical men should be men of political influence. Ad- 


this season, and that ‘‘ several of these young creatures belong 
to members of the Jockey Club, who put-$st. 101bs. on the 
back of an animal whose bones, still in a cartilaginous condi- | 
tion, are called upon to support them in « gallop of half a mile, 


visers alike of the rich and poor, and often trusted and loved 
equally by both, they are admirably suited to be mediators of 
classes. And so far from medical men being damaged intellec- 
tually by a reasonable interest in public questions, we should 
_ expect the contrary effect. All men require some objects of 


urged to such a trial by whip and spur? The Royal Humane > _ study and attention other than those which come immediately 
Society ought to interfere in such cases of cruelty, and the oF in the way of business under their notice. He is a narrow- 
promoters of them deserve to be fined for their inhumanity.” | ™inded man whose thoughts never exceed the sphere of his 
immediate duty and responsibility. Such a man will be narrow 
in his own sphere. There is a medium of propriety between 
the extremes in which Drs. Baillie and Gregory once jocosely 
placed each other. ‘ Baillie,” said the accomplished and 
classical professor, ‘‘ knows nothing but physic.” **Gregory,” 
exclaimed the skilful and experienced London practitioner, 

“seems to me to know everything but physic.” insane, 


of the most efficient medical men have been public cha- 
POLITICS AND THE MEDICAL PROFESSION. | vectors. uml if we mistake net, Meat vere nase ta 


Ts near approach of a parliamentary election must make Parliament. Fothergill found time to write on commerce, on 
all men who have faith in parliamentary representation con- | police, on the economy of prisons, on the slave-trade, &c. 
sider how they cau make the next Parliament more represen- | And at the present day, especially in the provinces, some of 
tative than its predecessor. It is not for this journal to con- | the most influential citizens are amongst the most efficient 
cern itself with questions of general reform. But it is one of members of our profession. 
our functions to urge our readers from time to time to the eul- _ Besides the advantages, in all ways, of attention to public 
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“Ne quid nimis.” 


tivation of their political influence, and to remind them espe- questions—always supposing this to be given in a scientific 
cially of those questions which they should more immediately and humane spirit, —there are sundry questions on which they 


bring under the notice of candidates for seats in Parliament. should take opportunity of conversing with non-medical can- 
There is such a disposition in candidates to be obliging and didates. Such are, the importance of a greater influence and 
considerate that deeper impressions may be made and more independence of the Medical Council; vaccination ; lunacy, 
good done by talking to them than by writing to actual mem- | and commissioners in lunacy; the Poor-law medical depart- 
bers. It would not be difficult to name interests which are | ment, and the generally shabby remuneration of public medi- 
excessively represented in the House of Commons. But cer- | cal services ; the licentiousness of quackery, and the necessity 
tainly medical interests are not of the number. Indeed, when | for some high-handed dealing with those quacks who, by their 
the social position and general intelligence of medical men are— museums, their advertisements, and their books, are most ex- 
considered, together with the growing importance and number tensively demoralizing the youth of the country. The present 
of questions of State medicine, it is only reasonable to regret | session of Parliament is passing away without that legislation 
that the members of our profession do not play a more influ- | on this subject for which the public has been so exquisitely 
ential part in elections, and insure in this way a more efficient | prepared. Will no member seize the golden opportunity even 
representation of medical interests and sanitary questions. At now? 

the same time medical practitioners have themselves principally Lastly: If we are to see a larger number of medical men in 
to blame. As a class they shrink from political and public Parliament, it can only be by their first developing a greater 
life. Sometimes from narrow and unworthy motives—fear of interest in and a greater familiarity with public questions in 


incurring the displeasure of patrons or patients ; oftener from 
the nature and pressure of their duties. But it should scarcely 
be so. No doubt a medical man’s social position is peculiar. 
But this peculiarity cuts two ways. And if he likes to make 
himself influential in the political sphere, he has many advan- 
tages for doing so, He is the confidential adviser of numbers 
of people who are apt to be greatly affected by his opinions. 
Moreover, he is a man of education, to whom the formation 
and expression of opinion should be easy. In these ways it 
is more easy for a medical man to acquire political influence 
than most other men. He may suffer, of course, for political 
self-assertion ; but all good men have to do this. And it is 
good fora man. But, in his case, the suffering is likely to be 
less, and less unmixed with advautage, than in the case of 
others. 

And we are not of the number who disapprove of medical 
men taking an interest in general politics, as if they were 
something the knowledge of which would be inconsistent with 

efficiency. It will never do to admit that medical 


their various spheres. 


MEDICAL REFEREES FOR GOVERNMENT 
LIFE INSURANCE. 


WE have received several letters of earnest remonstranve 
against the smallness of the fees which it is proposed to pay to 
the medical referees under the new scheme of Government Life 
Insurance for the reports of medical examinations with refer- 
ence to proposals under the provisions of the Act 27 & 28 Vict., 
cap. 43. The following is the circular letter addréssed to those 

ir, —Under the which have been framed by the 

[with the conse tot the Commis 
sioners 0 er a 8 or e oO 
Act, the Postmaster-General will, when he thinks fit, direct the 

who make proposals to him for the insurance of their 
by a medical man 
acting on behalf of this department. 


= Ta 
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Now there is no doubt that the fees proposed are in them- 
selves very small, and the amount of work in examining is 
certainly not at all small. The form of report for the examiner 


remuneration of a medical referee in such a case. If, on the 
one hand, it be true that the amount of trouble, time, and mental 


as in the other case in view of the financial 

transaction. It would, we observe, be more satisfactory to 
many if the medical referee could be paid by a salary—that is 
to say, this would seem to be more dignified, and would avoid 
the appearance of small fees. But it would be the appearance 
only which would be avoided, for if the salary were based 
upon a calculation of the probable number of insurances, and at 
the same ratio as in the present scale of fees, the referee would 
not be the gainer ; while on the other hand, if it were based 
on a more liberal calculation it would be as easy to apply that 
to the present system of paying per case. The present arrange- 
ment has the advantage of clearness; at any rate, medical 
men know at what scale of remuneration they are working. 
If the Poor-law medical officers were paid similarly at so much 
per head, we should probably never have heard of paupers 
being treated at twopence per case. We cannot advise medi- 
cal men to refuse iti the appointments thus 
offered to them by the Post-office authorities, as some seem 


| 


“disposed to do, nor to denounce the propositions as insulting. 


| Financially regarded, five shillings for a £70 insurance is as 
large a per-centage as two guineas for an insurance of £600— 
the largest fee allowed, that adopted and introduced by the 
New Equitable Assurance Company, founded by the late Mr. 
Wakley, and now amalgamated with the Briton Life Associa- 
tion. And although the question of amount does not affect 
the labour of the medical man in the case, yet it affects the 
power of the company to pay for it; and it may fairly be 
doubted whether the Government could afford to pay at a much 
higher rate than that proposed. No doubt this makes appoint- 
ments laborious ; but they are not without value, and im large 
towns and in districts we anticipate that they 
will be found to be lucrative. Indeed it is believed, as we stated 
when urging the introduction of a system of medical inspection 
upon the Chancellor, who was disposed to dispense with it, 
that this examination will be at once absolutely essential for 
the success of the scheme, and the means of bringing many 
thousands a year in fees to the body of medical examiners. 
The profession will do well to work cordially with the Go- 


largely employed 

them over to 
their less fortunate brethren. A little time may show that a 
higher rate of remuneration is both necessary and possible. 
Meantime we counsel an attitude of friendly consideration to 
the difficulties of the Post Office. 


VESTIGIA RETRORSUM. 

WE congratulate the Glasgow Faculty upon their resolution 
to admit no more candidates to ad eundem diplomas for general 
practice unless they have already passed examinations and 
possess diplomas which prove their competency in the respec- 
tive departments of medical and surgical knowledge. It would 
be easy to say some hard things and to draw some amusing in- 
ferences as to the meaning of words in the official and Glas- 
guian sense as contrasted with their natural meaning ; and 
these would naturally issue out of a critical examination of the 
exculpatory and somewhat bellicose letter of the Registrar 
(see Tue Lancer of the 4th inst., p. 241) attempting to rebut 
the charges which we had made, and a comparison of that 
with the present communication, curtly announcing the deter- 
mination of the Faculty to sin no more. We might point out 
the peculiar significance of the word ‘‘ oversight” in their 
vocabulary, since they apply it to a circumstance specially pro- 
vided for in their regulations, forming an express article im 
their prospectus, and the subject on previous occasions of 
debate. But we are quite willing to let the whole pass as an 
oversight, however systematically adopted for a course of 
years, and recently deliberately enlarged, as the Registrar him- 
self explained in his last letter, to the dimensions of a cosmo- 
politan oversight, since the boundaries of ad ewndeni admission 
had for the least two years been extended so as to admit im 
the most direct manner candidates from all parts of the United 
Kingdom. We rejoice over the return of the sinners to the 
fold, and heartily desire that they may find even a temporal 
reward in the restoration of the licence to general consideration, 
and its recognition, by all public bodies, as implying scientific 
fitness for general practice. 


MEDICAL ENDOWMENT OF EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY. 


Ix a recent article we called attention to the effort now 
being made to found fellowships in the University of Edin- 
burgh. The first object of the Association formed for this 
purpose is, we understand, to establish fellowships in Arts 
and Divinity. We are glad, however, to learn that there is 
now a fair prospect of a Medical fellowship being founded, in 
memory of the late Dr. Hugh Falconer, vice-president of the 
Royal Society. At a meeting held in London on the 25th of 


5. 
= wis) 
ate — 
His ip has decided that the ice at 
= instance for the receipt of proposals under the Act above 
aut referred to, and I am directed by him to inquire whether, in 
ore the event of proposals being received from persons resident 
und in or near that place, you will be willing to examine them 
lis. on behalf of this department. 
If It is intended that the fee for medical examination shall, 
in all cases, be paid by this department, and that it shall be 
is re 
of for a larger sum than £100, or a smaller sum than £20, it is 
to be expected that the sums insured will range between 
= those amounts. 
ld Hie Lastly to Levis Com- 
aly paid by this department 
bis the fee to be paid for the examination of a person 
be 2s. 6d.; and that the 
en this department on an account to be rendered by medical 
ly examiner once in each quarter, or, if he shall prefer it, 
nd once in each month. | Verminemt im the matlicr prosperous Ti 
. I enclose a copy of the form im which, if you undertake | ‘ 
to examine proposers, you will be requested to report the | 
in thee of | 
event of your bet illing to examine 
on behalf this department, request that you will be good 
in it the days on which proposers may be sent to you, 
the hours at which they must wait on you. errs 
time for examination, 
as as your own arrangements permit, 
convenience of those who may be expected to avail them- 
selves of the provisions of the Act. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
General Post-office, March 8th, 1965, FRANK Jas. ScuDAMORE. 
on each life is very elaborate. There are nine sets of questions | 
to be answered by the examiner, bearing upon all the points | 
which can affect the value of a life, requiring a lengthened | 
interrogatory and complete physical examination. There are | 
eight sets of questions to be put to the proposer by the ex- | 
- aminer, the answers to which are to be inserted and com- | 
mented on. It would be impossible to go through this | 
examination with conscience under about half an hour. It 
will be conceded, then, that afee of 2s. 6d. or 5¢. respectively, | 
according to the sum insured, is a very small one. No doubt | 
there are opposite considerations to be met in settling the | 
examining an insurer for £500; on the other hand, it is equally 
true that it will be impossible to pay as large a fee in the one 
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February, Sir Proby T. Cautley, K.C.B., in the chair, it was published in a contemporary, in which that gentleman imputes 
resolved to record the great loss sustained by science in the | to Tue Lancer an intentional misrepresentation of the action 
early death of Dr. Falconer, and to perpetuate his name asa_ taken in reference to the Townley case by the distinguished 
naturalist and a scholar by a suitable memorial. It was unani- | Society of which he is a foreign associate member. We are 
mously resolved that this memorial should include a marble | in a position to state that our interpretation of the views. 
bust, to be placed in the rooms of one of the scientific societies, entertained by the committee appointed is entirely correct, 
or elsewhere, in London, as might be determined. One of the and that Dr. Brierre de Boismont’s communication to the. 
objects in which the late Dr. Faleoner took deep interest, up Society on the matter is altogether confirmatory of the opinions 
to the latest hour of his life, was the foundation of fellowships expressed by Dr. Forbes Winslow, advocated by Tue Lancer, 


or scholarships in the University of Edinbargh, to enable de- and corroborated by the ultimate finding of the Coroner’s jury. 


serving students to prolong their studies beyond the usual 
academical period. It was therefore further resolved to col- 
lect funds for the purpose of founding, in that University, a 
fellowship or scholarship in Natural Science, tenable for a 
limited term of years, and to be called the ‘‘ Falconer Fellow- 
ship” or ‘‘ Scholarship.” A committee, consisting of upwards 
of eighty gentlemen, and including the Presidents of the 
Reyal, Linnean, Geological, Geographical, and Ethnological | 
Societies, and the first men of science of the day, with Dr. | 
Murchison (79, Wimpole-street) as Secretary, has been formed © 
for the purpose of carrying out the objects of the memorial ; 
and already subscriptions amounting to nearly £1100 have | 


been announced. It is estimated, however, that a sym of | 
£2500 will be necessary in order to found a fellowship of the | 
value of £100 a year. We call attention to the matter, as we | 
think the object is one well worthy of the support of the | 
numerous body of Edinburgh graduates practising in Great | 
Britain and holding commissions in the army and navy. A 
very small subscription from each would at once place the 
foundation of the Fellowship beyond a doubt. 


POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM. 

Ir is now pretty certain that no Bill will be introduced into | 
Parliament on this subject during the present session. The 
lukewarmness or opposition of the Government with respect | 
to any change disheartens independent members from taking | 
the initiative. But there is another cause which operates 
more disastrously against the poor and the profession. It is 
the unaccountable apathy of union surgeons themselves. With 
a leader, able, indefatigable, and respected, what have they 
done to assist him? This is a question which may easily be 
answered, Little or nothing, except subscribifig to the fund 
by a very small portion of those more immediately interested. 
Medical practitioners belong to the electoral body, have usually 
considerable local influence, and if united could bring their 
power to bear upon the Government in such a manner as to 
ensure some amount of redress. This is felt, on the part of the | 
friends of the profession in Parliament, to be a just ground of | 
complaint, and they express themselves clearly and decidedly | 
upon it. The lawyers are certainly not more influential, or 
more entitled to speak through their representatives, than 
ourselves. Why, then, are they more successful in obtaining | 
redress than members of our own profession? They have an 
organization which they bring to bear upon all questions | 
affecting their interest in Parliament. We might well take a | 


to succeed in an important object, there are two fables whose | 
moral is not without its cogent application to our postion, | 
The sticks disunited were powerless to resist ; united they could 
not be broken. Jupiter helped. the waggoner who put 
shoulder to the wheel. Sapienti verbum sat. 


THE STATE OF MIND OF THE LATE G. V. TOWNLEY. 
A werrer, signed ‘‘C, L. Robertson, M.D., Membre- 
ié Etranger de la Société Médico - Psychologique,” 
written from Hayward’s-heath, dated March 7th, 1865, has been | 


| spirit, and f far as to descend to the use of 


| mon after acupressure was first me, Mr. 


SIR CHARLES HASTINGS. 


We deeply regret to learn that Sir Charles Hastings has’ 
been seriously, and indeed y, ill; so much so that 
Dr. Burrows has been summoned to Worcester to consult with 
his medical attendants upon the nature and treatment of his 
case. The last accounts which we have had reported more 
favourably of him, but it is feared that it will be necessary for 
him to withdraw from his active exertions in his profession, 


| and from much of his public work. He has been for many 


years zealously devoted to the interests of his fellows, and all 
will sincerely regret that his career of usefulness is thus 
hindered. In his illness Sir Charles Hastings will have the 
earnest sympathy and best wishes of the profession. 


Correspondence. 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 
MR. SYME AND ACUPRESSURE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


various arguments against acupressure that had been adduced 
by him and other distinguished surgeons, I earnestly tried to 
avoid all personal discourtesies, though I spoke out my opinions 
earnestly and strongly, as I wasentitledtodo. And Iam sorry 
indeed that anyone—even Mr. Syme—should take umbrage at 
the tone of my reply. 

Even, however, had I answered Mr. Syme in a very different 


ould have done nothing more than 
tate a vi bad initial example in the matter 
another-— i 


1 


purely a case of mistaken identity. For in May, 1860, 


iit 


—not to the Medico 


vid ent of acupressure to ‘‘a 
quack and his powders,” &c. who could thus discourse 
was surely not entitled to make any plaint ing ‘* per- 
sonal attacks,” even had I demeaned myself so far as to reta- 
liate with them. 

* See Tar Laycerr for 5t 446; and the “ Medical Times 
and of the same date’. 


Srr,—Mr. Syme is certainly the very last man in the whole 
profession who ought to venture to complain to that profession 
of any supposed personal attack uponhim. But assuredly when, 
single-handed, I attempted to reply fairly and frankly to the 
le by 
rhen 
ML Z Cul rgic: 
Society of which he was a and 
: | where he would have been answered; but to Medico- 
lesson from the chemists and druggists in this matter. Their | Chi ical Society of London. And in the di - hick 
tacties, some years since, in opposition to a Bill which threat- | followed, i to a set question Dr. Thom: he 
their privil in answer to a q by Dr. pson, 
ened interference with some of their privileges, must still be stated to a large meeting of the metropolitan members of our 
remembered. It was successful because organized. If we are | common profession that the “individual” who had proposed 
acupressure did not know ‘“‘ the meaning of surgical language ;” 
that ‘‘this proposal (acupressure) was the merest nonsense,” 
‘*one of those tubs which are constantly thrown out to amuse 
the whale, more especially the female whale.”* And latterly 
he went so far | in_his class, to this ‘‘indi- 
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In addition to the discourtesies which he was allowed to He forgets that a busy practical accoucheur has as many ope- 
utter to the London Medico-Chirurgical Society, Mr. Syme, on rations to perform as some hospital surgeons. If there were 
what he himself considered three any truth in such narrow reasoning, the accoucheurs should 
| reject from their code of practice version of the child in arm 
it was by Ambrose Paré, the 
acupressure gave offence to me. | surgeon who suggested the ligature of arteries. 8 
do so; but in reality these ‘‘ encyclical” objections of his should resist on the same gneull Ge employment of chloro- 
to me so very feeble and effete as not to be worth the form by their patients because it was first introduced and 
trouble of answering at the time. But last year, when writing ets cay by henceien. lam a member of the 
” Se ee ee ee quarters College of Surgeons as well as Mr. Syme; and I believe I 
inst acupressure, I replied to Mr. Syme’s three objections speak the general sentiments of my obstetric brethren —I 
the rest; not that I consi them of the slightest know I my own—when I say that if Mr. Syme will 
weight, but I believe my omitting to notice them would have invent ( we much lack) some new, better, and sim 
been in as more di than my exposing their method of suppressing puerperal hemorrhages, we will adopt 
and strange i vancy. ale the practice without cavilling at the special quarter from which 
The head and front of my offending seems to consist in my | it comes. The healing art, it has been justly averred, is one 
one and indivisible ; and all the members of it are bound to try 
‘* Answers to various Objections” ced by different sur- and strive for the advancement and amelioration of it alike as 
. Mr. Syme avers that I have characterized as “‘ foolish” | a science and an art in all its departments. 
is ‘‘ deliberate statements” and instructions with _ Lastly, Sir, allow me in all kindness to observe that I lament 
j _ greatly, for Mr. Syme’s own sake, that he persists in maintain- 
in his letter to you, that in destroying my pamphlet pub- 
licly before his class, by tearing it into pi with his fingers, 
| he “* gave it the onl, nly it deserved.” 1 appeal, on this point, 
from the opinion of r. Syme to the opinion of every gentle- 
all, | man belonging to our common profession, whether or not this 
| was a piece of ethical instruction on the part of any 
acupressure | teacher of youth, and particularly on the of one, as Mr. 
were discarded, ing arteries might be 8 e is, of the twenty-four members the ‘‘Council of 
If we wished to avoid deligation, we mi | Medical Education in the United Kingdom.” If he offers an 
by the application of a red-hot ; but further remarks on acupressure in your columns, I hope he wil 
by every medical man an in by first offering a due apology to the medica! profession, 
i ical school] in particular, for this indis- 
i : a cretion—an indiscretion which was only rendered the more 
totally ridiculous or ‘‘ foolish,” as an ‘‘objection” against | grave and discreditable by the painful fact that his friend, Dr. 
acupressure, is the possibility of arresting hemorrhage bytorsion. John Brown, the representative or assessor of the Lord 
But as the unfortunate phrase has offended Mr. Syme, I regret in the University Court, was induced to patronize hi 
that I used it, and I most willingly withdraw it, and permit 
i my ers to substitute for it any other adjective 
think more mild and fit. ‘ ledge that my pamphlet was to be attacked. 
further complains that I have held up his teach- I am, Sir, yours &c., 
Edinburgh, March 14th, 1965. J. Y. Suwpsow. 
possi 
from any remarks of mine. In 


DISTRIBUTION OF FEVER PATIENTS IN 
HOSPITALS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Sir,—I have perused the able series of articles on ‘‘ Hospital 
_ Hygiene,” which have appeared in your journal, with great 


now and again 


of 20 | few words if you will allow me. First, as to the treatment of 
| cases of fever in the general wards. Here the general tone of 
your reviewer might lead to the idea that there is a greater 

| the case. Your readers must remember that our Report is 

; | intended to embrace the whole hospital system of the country, 


Mr. 
y from theory and hypothesis, 
_ He has not 


wards, bu 
the 


nst acupressure, ad ttle or nothing to do bu > cite 
, oe inions which, on the points involved, Mr. § had 
published before the days of acupressure. Certainly the state- 
ments thus adduced and contrasted sometimes appeared to 
: of Mr. Syme were almost e . Syme himself, and 
not by me. They wore of Mr. 
surgical opinions, not by me, but by Mr. I am not rest, and, Say, Will Greal pleasure, SINCE LLG 
surely anewerable for Mr. Syne systematically speak of the Hepart on the subject o which lam one of the 
_ confuting himself in regard to his surgical opinions ; 1 authors in terms whi 7 i 
does not agree with himself in his surgical doctrines, | 
surely I may disagree with them also, And I know 
reason wh may no differ on surgical points from Mr. 
and why fe not freely express too. N 
I without hope that he may change his opinion on som 
gical poimts on which we at present utterly differ. I 
always advocated ovariotomy. After denouncing tha 
ration for years, Mr. Syme latterly has given in his 
sion to its propriety. At first he opposed anesthet : 
8 , as strongly as he now opposes acupressure ; yet be- and that in the greater part of the country typhus fever is 
times he ielded on that question. _ almost unknown ; in all such cases your reviewer allows that 
In hi objects and | the other cases of fever “‘ may be treated in the general wards 
reasons and, | Now, as we have on our side 
practice. single instance allowed ifthe hospital be not spacious, or if the applica- 
either himself used or seen Othe me se acupressure ; | tions of patients with typhus fever and searlatina be numerous, 
i : surgeons hospitals o een, Edin- | t to allot separate buildings or separate 
&c., who have employed acupressure, between us is narrowed to the 
necessarily in a far fitter condition to pronounce jadgmont | management of the few scattered cases of typhus and scariatine 
upon it and thelr jndqment te ite chupliciiy and | which in exdinary times to general itals in London 
would, I have reason to know, be y the reverse of Mr. | and other large towns. Wear evden anys Gale tana 
not be considered by my professional brethren any reason why these cases can be treated with tolerable safety in the general 
Ushoald cease to defend against him and ite other opponents | wards; but I own that to my mind the fact, which we do 
a practice which I conscientiously believe will, after a time, adduce, that this has been plan pursued at all our old 
not in all operations. Already, in fifty months, acuprearure cogent, since we can hardly imagine that i this practice had 
has spread more than the ligature did in fifty years. t Mr. | been indeed so disastrous as to have involved ‘‘a crime against 
Syme seems to argue that i€ ought to be rejected by and | humanity,” it would have Down carried on in the fall ight of 
other surgeons because it was suggested by an o ici publicity for al] that time without any protest or warning or 
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offic ials, confused amongst pressii 


ence Of a 


lately occurred under my own eyes. man, in good 
Hospital for a local 


presum 
the period over which his facts extend ; and would have been 
used by him, with perfect good faith and propriety, to swell 
his numbers and press his argument against the rules which | 
admit typhus fever into the general wards of an hospital. | 
But when the facts of the case are known it is found to 
have been a mere accident, and to have no bearing on the | 
question whatever. The man was in a surgical ward, into | 
which, of course, typhus or any other fever is never knowingly | 
admitted ; and the patient from whom the disease was con- | 
tracted had been admitted on account of some urinary com- 
plaint. Such occurrences will happen, especially in times of 
epidemic, in any house, be it hospital, cottage, or palace. But 
it will be said such cases are quite exceptional. How do we 
know that? If there are no notes preserved of the cases, or 
if there are only such laconic notes as these (which usually 
form the base of what are called hospital statistics), ‘‘ Rheu- 
matism two months; typhus fever (in mg eri died” —how 
is any inquirer, a r to the case, to whether the fever 
is in any way with the rules of the hospital? And 
who can say in how many ways, besides contagion, fever may 
break out? Are there not ‘‘sporadic” in every epl- 
demic—that is to say, cases whose origin is not traceable? and 
how can a numerical comparison be trustworthy which goes on 
the assumption that every case is one of contagion ? 

This leads me to the remark which I wished to make on 
your reviewer's recommendation, ‘‘that some of our leading 
physicians and surgeons should confer together as to the 
tabular forms which, in their judgment, would best serve to 
record all useful information.” I earnestly desire to see this 
recommendation carried out; but I hope that it will be as 
plain to any such committee as I am sure it would be if its 
members would try to settle any practical points by means 
of ‘‘tabular forms,” that all such forms are useless, unless 
based upon an hospital case-book. I could easily prove this 
by references to published tables, but that such reference 
would seem invidious and disrespectful to men who have 
worked honestly, and whom I respect. But so long as all the | 
conclusions are based on names only, how can they be trust- | 
worthy? Who does not know the contradictory results which | 
are honestly deduced by opposite reasoners the same 
statistics ? Who does not know the dishonest ways in which 
they can be manipulated ? To what purpose is it to know that 
twice as many cases of fever or pneumonia recovered in one hos- 

ital than in another, unless you know also the symptoms of 
 caphc Yet this, which is allowed to be self-evident when 
the question is about medical diseases, is quite overlooked when 
surgical o tions are spoken of ; and the success of amputa- 
tions or of lithotomy is confidently appealed to as a test of the 
healthiness of the hospital, th cases of amputation differ 
from each other in respect of the probability of their success, 


notes of all the cases in the hospital, 

constant service of well-instructed physicians and surgeons ; 

that the labour and expense of constructing and i 


t the 
is, the state of every patient on 
charge, the exact degree of success which attended every 
ion, the nature and the circumstances of every malady 
which attacked any patient while in the hespital, and all other 
particulars which a careful observer of the case, assisted 
the physician or surgeon in charge of it, should think w 
— We trust that this scheme (especially if followed by 
other hospitals), will lead to valuable results. If it does not, 
whic w to prevail even amongst great 
politan hospitals which their medical officers know, but dare 
not make public, because the sani condition of the hos- 


— in the attempt to collect 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


Queen-street, Mayfair, Feb. 1865. T. Hoimes. 


THE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE SCHEME: 
FEES OFFERED TO MEDICAL MEN. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Sir,—Like many other members of the profession, I have 
been offered an appointment as one of the medical referees 
under the Government scheme of insurance. But on looking 
over the papers sent I have been very forcibly struck with 
three things :— 

Firstly. The amount of time which would be consumed in 
making out the required report; the questions to be answered 
exceeding ty number un pe by any office with which I am 

uainted, excepting, aps, one. 

dly. The wretched pittance offered. Where the sum 
assured ranges from £60 to £100 the fee is five shillings; if 
Tan impressed with the there i 

. I was im 
that if found to do work for 
ment under such terms, the assurance offices will very soon 
refuse to pay at a higher rate, and I should therefore be acting 
a traitorous part towards accepting the same. 
i poke hesitation about matter ; I at once declined the 
offer e. 


harm ever come it except in seasons of epidemics, | even more. can wonder no ul results should 
and these occasions we have Saal in express = and | come out of reasonings conducted under such circumstances ¢ 
have allowed that special rules may then be q mong To give the compilation of hospital statistics into the care of a 
I say that we cannot ascertain that me harm come student, who is told ‘“‘to take the interesting cases,” or to 
from it ; and on I | appoint a up a“ table, as done 
wish to say a few wo and where I am to see we | at some even 0 pant wy Sor hospi is so palpably 
are in Soom with your reviewer, as well as, I hope, with every delusive that it is wonderful how the governors can consent to 
one who has given a moment’s thought to the matter—viz., such a waste of time and money. Iam aware that the other 
the culpable angio of our hospitals in collecting and pre- | 
serving the results of their experience. Dr. Murchison’s facts | 
the + fever in general and in 
London Fever Hospital a to me to be very m 
dubious ; but I do doutt they are the best he get, are great, labour of consulting 
for all t : wou very considerable ; but what I contend is 
away in they would be hte’ A something, while the tabular forms are 
reticent worth ——s The scheme is at present untried. No such 
practitioners ; and unless you can get hold of the mght man, records have hitherto, as far as I know, been attempted in any 
at the right time and in the right temper, the most important | hospital at home or abroad ; but I am very happy to say that 
fact which you have been long in search of, and which would | the wise liberality of the governors of St. mi Hospital 
has induced them to make arrangements by which it is now 
ve been, not more impartial or more industrious, ve been fortunate in securing registrars — 
tee lucky. I say that Dr. Murchison’s facts are m men who know their profession, and who love it (for this 
because they relate to a few cases and to the exper | labour must always be in a great measure one of love) ; and if 
short time, and that an exceptional period of epidemic ; and I the plan leads to results commensurate with its cost in labour, 
say they are there are no particulars the the present year it 
how the cases broke out. Let me give an instance which | wi possible to ascertain with respect to ev tient 
general | admitted into the hospital, not only the bare 
disease 
of the bloodvessels of one arm. There he caught typhus fever | 
from another patient in the hospital and died. The case is 
not included in Dr. Murchison’s statistics, but it might have 
a ais 18 such at, 1 nown, 1t would discourage 1 pu 
rom supporting them. I believe that the very reverse is the 
fact—that the utmost pablicity, as it is our plain duty, so also 
is it our best policy. I believe that the common impression of 
the difference in salubrity between London and country hos- 
pitals rests upon gross exaggeration and imperfect information, 
and that it is anerror. But if I am wrong I will, at any rate, 
do all that in me lies to furnish means for my own refutation ; 
and therefore I write, hoping by your means to attract the 
notice of governors and officers of hospitals to this very im- 
portant subject, and to secure co-operation from other hos- 
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involved is more 


fession have too just a sense of what is due to their hor 
and intereta to tolerate much 


street, 
state of health. 
Dated ——..” “Name of examiner —. 
For filling up the blanks the fee is two shillings and six- 
Fro The sums assured in this society usually run, I believe, 
—_—- and no person is accepted without — 


FACULTY OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS OF 
GLASGOW. 
To the Bilitor of Tue Lancer. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Last month a numerously attended meeting, convened by 
the Mayor, was held at the Town Hall for the purpose of aid- 


Srr,—The Council of the Faculty have had the subject of | presen’ 


ad eundem licences under consideration, and have resolved not 
to grant a diploma to any candidate who has not been exa- 
mined and found qualified in all the branches of medical and 
The circumstance of our ad eundem diploma having been 
granted, in a very few instances, to members of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England who have not been examined 

on our full curriculum, arose from an inadvertent oversight. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
James Paterson, M.D., Registrar. 
Faculty Hall, Glasgow, March 14th, 1865. 


THE LLEWELLYN FUND. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


spesting the Lewaly an error in your notice last week re- 

Fund, “‘ that the donation of wes 
Mr. Partridge, of Bombay.” 

warded by W. Hunter, Esq., of the Bombay 

of private practitioners i 

committee of a like fund in Calcutta. 


ENTOZOA AND PARASITES. 


| 


of in the Aide and of 


LIVERPOOL. 
x A time I under the impression that every | ment of tapeworm, immediately after gi the etherial 
id and if 20 leas | tincture of tale fern and castor oil with ‘oil of turpentine, 

Eoan the ordinary fue might be taken for eums under £100, course of iron and aloes should follow ; and the same tonic, 
but I have since discovered that if the gratuitous reports ob- ant Ce 
come u the notice of the medical officer; you his parasites. 
which there is doubt are to be referred. So that the duty I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
BEE responsible than is that imposed by the offices | Montague-street, Russell-square, March, 1865. J. Prwpuck, M.D. 
pro- 
LIVERPOOL. 
ther 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Warrington, March, 1965. Rozert Marti, M.D. 
P.S.—I enclose the form of examination required by the | 
Liverpool Friendly Society. The certificate is as follows :— 
| troducing the subject, alluded to the number of idiots existing 
| in our northern counties for whom there was no suitable pro- 
| vision. He thought it was a most painful thing to reflect 
| upon that this class of people have been for so long a period so 
materially neglected, when the experience we have had on the 
subject of idiocy in Italy, Austria, and Germany, and more 
= a recently in our own country at Earlswood, proves that the 
condition of idiots may be considerably improved. Dr. De 
Vitre, the chairman of the provisional committee, explained 
| that it was not a Lancashire movement simply, but that Lan- 
; caster had been selected as the site of the asylum because it 
es! peculiar advantages in point of situation and scenery, 
which would physically aid the influence of other remedial 
agencies. He also explained that each county throughout the 
ave a —— committee of its 
own or ients, over 
hey were — objects for selec- 
be admi are those in whom 
deformity, especially of the head, 
hose in whom the fewest signs of hereditary disease are 
sum of £5686 has already been subscribed in ; 
prospect thatthe great overcrowding of the 
e 
e poor in this town be lessened by —_ 
medical officer's y making a presentment 
| that in certain others such alterations should be 
| ender them habitable. Prosecutions have also 
inst several landlords and agents for per- 
2s to be overcrowded. 
‘ a short summary of the proceedings of our 
his session up to the present time :— 
. Gee exhibited a kidney in which two cal- 
apacted side by side, each of the size of half 
Sir, your obedient servant, been removed from a woman aged forty-six, 
Witu1aM Travers, Hon the symp- 
t quantities of 
idney was ex- 
hardly any of its true substance being left. 
¢ other kidney was healthy. Dr. Turnbull read a paper on 
; ** Nature and Art in the Treatment of Chorea,” in which he 
Sir, ~Upe or envoz0d and parasives it me | combated the expectant plan, and spoke in favour of the sul- 
to say a few words. Extended observation has led to the | phate of aniline as a remedy of considerable value in doses of 
| conclusion that between insect, and animal and vegetable life | two or three grains. 
there is a direct antagonism—that is, when animal and vege- On Dec. 15th Mr. Steele read his paper on Fever to which I 
table life is vigorous, insect and infusorial life is destroyed ; | alluded in my last. The discussion on this subject was con- 
but that when animal and vegetable life is feeble, then insect | tinued at the next meeting, on Jan. 12th, when Dr. Gee, the 
: and infusorial life flourishes. If an animal or a plant be ‘out ae te Fever Hospital, stated the mortality of the 
of condition to be 15 per cent.—a high 
sooner is its h y vigour restored than the parasitesdisappear. | average when compared with those treated in the town gene- 
: Men and animals are equally liable to be infected with entozoa ; | rally, the mortality of which amounted to 6 per cent. He con- 
the difference in the liability depends altogether upon the | sidered it difficult to account for this, as good ventilation, 
state of health. proper diet, cleanliness, and careful n ing were substituted, 
in many instances, amonget the poorer clams, for the very 
is main-| reverse. Dr. Gee agreed with Mr. Steele in regarding con- 
tained so as to prevent their development. the treatment | tagion as the exciting cause of fever. Dr. Cameron maintained 
of worm cases, anthelmintics are valuable as a means of | that it was wrong, with cor puosend Demet <> Seas t 
expelling the unwelcome intruders, whilst tonics and good | trace fever to one cause alone. He adduced the following facts 
‘ living are essential to prevent their recurrence ; both require | amongst others as ts against Mr. Steele’s notion that 
to be employed at the same time. For example, in the treat- dantadien Wan 1d Gly ending emus : that in an emigrant 
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ship fever had broken out six weeks after leaving ; that 
was plenty of ventilation, iet, and nursi it 

to the other inmates end Shot bake 
out im several places at once. Dr. Cameron believed that it 
might justly be considered, if the fever poison consists of a 
chemical combination, there might be occasions when all the 
elements of the poison might, so to speak, come in contact, 
and hence the fever be generated de novo. For the alence 
of the disease you required an epidemic influence, which Dr. 
Cameron took to be a continuation of sani defects. Lastly, 
he thought fever on some atmospheric influence—a 
supposition borne out by looking at the a distribu- 
tion of the disease. Dr. Whittle considered too little import- 
‘ance had been attached to destitution as a cause of fever. All 
famines had been followed by epidemics. Mr. Hodgson men- 
Saned thas senenget 1000 men under his charge there had been 
a great deal of fever, and that prior to the outbreak of the 
disease he had noticed a declension in the general health 
of the men for which he could not account. 

On Jan. 26th Mr. Hamilton exhibited a fibrous tumour from 
rag sag — called to the case he found the lady suffer- 
ing e symptoms of threatened mi i 

ing and 8 Oy attacks of pain in the back. went 
on from day to day, still no su ce came away. She had 
miscarried twice before. A vaginal examination found the os 
‘uteri slightly dilated, but not sufficiently so to introduce the 
finger, though clots hanging from it could be felt. On ex- 

ing the abdomenat the lower part and to the left side, a 
d tumour could be felt, much larger than could be accounted 
for by a  Bregnan of three months’ duration. The symptoms 
‘continued much the same for three weeks, in spite of anodynes 
afd narcotics externally and internally, the attacks of pain 
‘being more severe, and her strength ing so reduced that 
a ogecdily fatal issue was apprehended. She had contracted 
syphilis from her husband three years before, and had had 
very On these grounds Mr. Hamil- 
ton, considering there might be a syphilitic ulcer in the womb, 
gave her calomel in 1 and frequent doses up to complete 
salivation. The pain left her, her ite and strength re- 
turned, and the Socbenm, which terly been it, 
steadily decreased. The tumour, however, could still be felt 
through the walls of the abdomen. When nearly convalescent 
she was seized with a sudden bearing down pain, lasting some 
hours, at the end of which tine tumour about 
the size of a large goose’s egg, which presented the ce 
of having been separated from its connexion with the womb 
for some time before it was disc . She is now quite well. 

On Feb. 9th Dr. Cameron showed a portion of the skull of a 

with an old depressed fracture of the right parietal bone. 
depression was an inch and a half in diameter, and so d 
that it had caused a mark on the surface of the brain. No 
history could be obtained, except that he had been subject to 
fits for the last ten years, having had six in that period. The 
presumption is that the fits were owing to the depressed frac- 
ture. His death was the result of injuries he received in his last 
fit. At this meeting Mr. Steele read the concluding portion of 
his on Fever, which dwelt chiefly on the treatment. He 
advocates the giving of stimulants, but did not lay down any 
Precise rule as to the quantity, saying that young le might 
require no alcohol at all, while others often large 
ities, and he had frequently given twelve ounces of 
Brandy every twenty-four hours with advantage. He 7. 
i of tives and diaphoretics, maintaining that the 
history of the Toone amply proved that we were violating the 
laws of nature in endeavouring to induce critical evacuations, 
such as sweating or purging, for such were not the means em- 
ployed by nature to throw off the disease. The ensuing dis- 
cussion, which was continued at the next meeting, on Feb, 23rd, 
was interesting as showing the modes of treatment followed 
dy mas members who have had | y to do with fever 
ing and may ized as fol- 
‘lows :-— ly made use of stimulants, the 
amount varying, however, considerably in different cases. He 
was in favour of the early application of blisters to the head 


ver the stupor was at all considerable. wy ge Leg 
ing crisis as a most dangerous symptom, he did not be- 
lieve it possible to bring about that condition by diaphoretics, 

d advised their cautious use, as much 


present epidemic, 
. Whittle 


motion of a perspiration. , ws di 
together, and did not consider them 


‘He advocated an hydro 


Cameron differed from Mr. Steele, and concurred 

Murchison’s views on “elimination,” and spoke in 

a judicious use of means to act upon the skin, bowels, and 
er 


and so assi nature in climinaking 
from the system. He alluded to or 
fever often followed a spontaneous d 
milder and less fatal character of the tye 01 
that symptom was a prominent feature. He was in favour 
a cautious use of stimulants, and believed that many 
valuable life had been lost by over-stimulation, Dr. Shearer 
also thought that one of the causes of the great i 
typhus fever was the excessive and unwarrantable 
ment of stimulants. is closed the. discussion. 
March 8th, 1965, 


* EDINBURGH. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Ar the conversazione of the Royal College of Surgeons held 
on Friday evening last (24th), a lecture on ‘Civil Incapacity” 
was delivered by Dr. Douglas Maclagan, Professor of Medical 
Jurisprudence in the University, to a large audience. The 
lecture was a résumé of the English and Scotch law on the 
subject, which was laid before the audience in a clear, interest- 
ing, and, at times, amusing way. He pointed out that Lorl 
Coke divided persons who were non compos mentis into four 
classes : the idiot, the demented, the lunatic, and the person. 
who by his own vicious act for a time deprived himself of his 
memory and understanding. This division was very defective. 
He next stated that the legal terms of modern lawyers— idiot, 
lunatic, and of unsound mind—had, especially the last, caused 
great misunderstanding to all. Idiot and lunatic were easily 
in but there had been so many explanations of the 
jhrase ‘‘unsoundness of mind,” both in and in courts, 
weitere and Jenmmed lends, thet ‘ho wes. 
driven to take refuge under the dictum of a lord who could 
not even in courtesy be styled learned, and declare the term 
of ‘unsound mind” to *‘one of those things which no 
fellar can understand.” ‘The cause of this confusion arose 
from injudicious attempts at defining what could not be 
detined, and classifying cases rebellious to all classification. 
The legal protection of persons incapable of taking care of 
themselves was reviewed, and the English and Scotch methods 
described ; but the want of protection in cases of habitual 
drunkenness was forcibly pointed out. Of this class he 
remarked that they were uently said to be labouring under 
a form of insanity, a term with which most ns associate 
the idea of delusions, whereas, when the drunkard is kep 
from drink, he is mtly as sane as any other man. 
rather may be ed as a recurrent form of moral insanity 
without intellectual delusion. But it appears to Dr. Mac 
that much of the difficulty surrounding this class may be got 
rid of b ing the morbidly habitual drunkard as one of 
those who labour under that weakness of mind which renders 
him incapable of taking care of himself or of his pro He 
comes nearer to the imbecile ore = the insane. 4 taht 
lagan believes that if we would on dipsomania in this light 
we might devise a way of dealing with it under a very simple 
improvement of the law. The distinction between the man of 
limited means who spends his money on diamonds, rings, and 
Bohemian glass, and the dipsomaniac, is, that the one is recog- 
nised as a man with weak mind, whereas the other is calleda 
man with a strong vice ; both are and 
both act under a propensity which ve no judgment to 
control. Something is needed to be done ad ay edgy? 4 
cases of weak-mindedness which stand between those 
with by cognition as idiots and those dealt with by the 
pointment of curator bonis. Dr. Maclagan suggests that 
eases of civil incapacity be dealt with on one uniform plan, by 
ting a petition to the sheriff (legal) of the county, craving 
uiry, and stating whether the person is imbecile or insane, 
and to what extent, and further, what, in the petitioner's 
view, is to be done for the ment of the case. 
The sheriff should then appoint two medical men to inqui 
sheriff should next appoint a for bringing the case before 
a special jury, before which the fullest evidence by both sides 


pathic treatment. Mr. Baines, ‘ 
iley, and Mr. Telford spoke in favour of stimulants, the two 
i of diaphoretics and purgatives. Dr. 


latter against the use o 


ray tT oy The verdict of the jury ought to say how 
' far they hold the conclusions of the petition to have been sub- 
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the prot, and the docile, vies 
the petition is to be granted. There should 
sb pp from the local court to the supreme by 
on declaration of convalescence the curate’ 
ping The e should. be paid, 
ex in malicious cases, out of the estate of the party. 
‘Medien. also thinks that a somewhat similar form ot eo 
cedure 4 be eilion > cases of ordinary insanity, irre 
t cht be = the names of 
for thas the public mind 
would be relieved of much anxiety if each case were examined 
by a jury before being sent to an asylum, and actions against 
relatives and doctors would be put an end to. 

The lecture was listened to with much attention, and 
although there may be difference of opinion as to submi 
cases to a jury before the sheriff, still the audience ap 
to forcible language in which the 
talented lecturer expressed his views. 

Edinburgh, February 28th, 1865. 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Can syphilis be transmitted by vaccination? Such is the 
important question which is now being discussed at the 
Academy of Medicine. It would be needless to insist on 
the many serious consequences which it involves—the re- 
sponsibility of the medical practitioner who may transmit to 
a healthy child a virus impressing its constitution with a 
lasting taint, the fears which such a danger might excite 
amongst the public, and which might seriously compromise 
the invaluable practice of vaccination, &c. But does that 
danger really exjst ? and if so, what are the precautions which 
may be taken to prevent or lessen it? Such are the main 
points of the present discussion to which a report of M, Depaul, 
a member of the Vaccine Committee of the Academy, and 
destined to be sent to the Minister of Public Instruction, 
has given rise. This report, in which the author affirms that 
his conscience is alarmed, that he must inform the Minister of 
the truth, however disagreeable to be told, while sugges 
such precautions as may be against the danger, and 
which is presented to the Academy to rn ratified, 
met there with general approbation ; for if it has enlisted in in 
its support Messrs. Trousseau and Bouvier, it has met with 
ardent adversaries in M. Ricord, M. Briquet, M. Gibert, and 
others. These gentlemen have not found in the different 
cases nage have been till now observed a due degree of 
certitude. have carefully analysed the facts which are 
said to have Mee place in Italy, im Germany, in England, 
and in France, and must declare they have not found in their 


Paris, March 7th, 1965. 


Roya. CoLiece or Surcrons.—At the last meeting | 
PF. C. Skey, late President of the 


Parliamentary. Jutelligence. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Marcu 9. 


TRISH MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. M‘Evoy moved a resolution, that her Moiesty a Govern. 
ment should now adopt the recommendations of the Select: 
Committee of 1858, to take into consideration the claims of 
Ireland to a grant of the half cost of medical officers in unions, 
with the view of for the same in future, as is now 
the ice in England Scotland. 
e CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQuER o the resolution, 
observing that the recommendations of the Committee of 1858 
did not show sufficient reasons for adopting it; that it 
not for the interest of Ireland to urge the principle of equality 
in local taxation; and that the general question of relative 
House. 
and Mr. 


Marca 13. 
INFECTIOUS DISORDERS IN WORKHOUSES. 


Colonel Norru asked the Secretary to the Poor-law Board 
if, by Article 115 of the General Consolidated Order of the 
Poor-law Board, dated 24th July, 1847, any pauper suffering: 
from small-pox or other infectious disorder can insist w 
leaving the workhouse in opposition to the opinion of the 
doctor, upon giving to the master, or, during his absence or 
inability to act, to the matron, a reasonable notice bed his or her 
wish todo so. The hon, gentleman called attention to two 
cases in point which had occurred in his own county. 

Lord ENFIELD said neither the master, nor matron, nor the 
medical] officers of workhouses were empowered to detain in- 
fectious . All they could do was at warn the patient, 
as he believed was dove in the instances referred to, of the 
extreme danger of leaving, and of the penalties to which he 


might render himself liable on conviction for a misdemeanour. 


NORTON AND MEDICAL DEFENCE FUND. 


Tue following contributions to this fund have been received. 


since our last announcement :— 


t 


Henry Lyell, 


aaaasss! 


Henry, ants, 
The following gentleman also on the same day passed his 
first examination :— 


Brocklehurst, Thos. Howard, Manchester School of Medicine. 
Mr. Lurmer Howpen is, we regret to say, suffering 
from an acute and painful illness, incapacitating 
him from attending to his public duties. 


Tax Lancer, ] 
7 | 
| Mesers. Garlick & Cuff bol 
| Dr. Essex Bowen ... swald Foster, , 
| Dr. Rogers... ... t. Boxall, Esq. ... 
| W. Jarvis, Esq. ... ©. Balding, Esq. 
HL Pitt, Esq... ... J. Evans... ... 
| A. Percival, Esq. ... rom Lower Norwood 
F. Gethew, Esq. ... S. Francis, Esq. 
carry conviction to the mind. M. Vepaul himsel, ey opine, 
does not openly any fixed conviction ; and as to the | Hyde, Hargraves, Esq. 
precautions which he suggests they would be of little or no W. Wright, ee k. Elsdale, Esq. ... 
avail. Why then make known his doubts to the public ina | Dr. Cregeen... ... }. H. Graham, Esq. 
solemn and official report addressed to the Government ? Is it | M- Rowell, Esq. ... fd. Hall, ~_™ z 
not rash and impradent, in the present unsettled state of the | J: Chapman, Esq. ... . H. Fenn, "? 
matter, to alarm the Minister, who is unable to judge the | Dr. Goss... ... ine Nomine ... ... 
uestion, and who may at once take means which may unpede | J®™es Stuart, Esq. 
the of Why excite the public 
with perhaps needless fears? Would it not be infinitely 
better to appoint a committee who would thoroughly investi- ° 
gate the question and then express a clear and itive Medical Aetws. 
opinion ? ‘Thus s dithe ult to 
say what will be the decision e Academy. is very day . . 
(Tuceday) M. whose eloquence and are, APOTHECARIES Haui.—The 
the throat of the di cine and received practise on the 9th inst. 
e e discussion. - 
Forster, Edward Wood, Victoria-terrace, Newcastle 
Lawrence and Rogers. The Board now consists of Messrs. 
South, Arnott, Skey, Bell, Tomes, and Cartwright. —_—_—, 
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Beprorp Dispensary.—A new general dispensary 
is about to be erected at Bedford. 


Weston-super-Mare Hospitat.—A new pes is 
being built at Weston-super-Mare. It is expected to be com- 
pleted by July next. 

Worxine Men’s the present 
Spring Term a course of bo 
by Mr. W. Travers, F.R.C.S. 

Fel- 


Sir RutHerForp Aicock.—This 
low of the Coll Deane appoint- 
ment of her Maj 's Minister “at at Japan, has just returned 
with his family to land. 

Case oF QuapruPLETs.—On Saturday night, March 
llth, Mrs. Hayes, of Lordsmill-street, 

j with four subjects at one birth—viz., boys 
The mother is doing well, but the children have 


THE Pea OF INSANITY. —The ital Punishment 


of the Glasgow Medico- 
the Faculty-hall, on Tuesday, the 14th of 
gentlemen were elected ice-bearers for 


ident: Dr. Ritchie. Vice- Presidents : 


Dr. Maclaren, Dr. Naismyth (Hamil- 
, Dr. Yeaman. Secretaries: Dr. 
De Macleod Treasurer: Dr. Coats. 


Hoxton House Lunatic Asytum.—On Friday, the 


was played in a most creditable manner, 
immense ap; from the patients. The ladies — 
men who ki gave their services were amateurs, and 
friends of Dr. Hunt, the medical superintendent. 

Royat Visit To Brompton Hosrrtat.—On 
morning, her Ma. surprised the inmates of po ge 
tion Hospital, b of the 
wards, to peveral of 
to their and besto’ 

ising locks. 


brought down 


Death or a SurGEON From CHLORoFORM.—<An in- | Poor 


ap She of Mr. Chris- 

, of who 

‘place. Mr. T’Anson, who was 

e deceased, said that he had on two former 

ed chloroform, but could not say for what pur- 

Sine else to account for death, nor was 
any reason to suppose that it was taken with any in- 

i The jury returned a verdict 


Tae Hountrer1an Musevm.—Among the most recent 
additions to this collection are the articulated skeletons of an 


imens were 

by M. du Chaillu 
on the West Coast of Africa, about two years since, the in- 
— —s been occupied by their maceration and articula- 
The collection of mounted skeletons of the t 
the 
an adult male (brought to 
late Captain ferrin) an adult 

erent ages of the panzee, and a 
several young of the orang-otan from Borneo. 


apes in College museum is one 
richest in E 


in iso] 


male 


The Council has adopted the admirable suggestion of their 
fronts, made, for the better 


displayed in their ami 


tailed :— 
“1st. To attend daily at the dissecting-room in the Society's 
from 10 a.M. 


and o' i Such of them as may 
be approved of by the Committee, shall be presented 
tion in the Proceed bu 


sent in on or before the 22nd proximo, 

several very good names mentioned as 
Testrmoniats.—The friends of Richard Cammack, 
surgeon, of Benington, recently met to present to him a 
on his duties medical officer. 


It consisted of an elegant candelabrum, bearing the My 


wledg: presentation in an appropriate speec 

which we make the D tliccing extract, as illustrative of the 
treatment ienced by Poor-law medical officers in hun- 
dreds of instances :—‘‘ With regard to my successor, 
and the pay is far too small for the service. I would not take 
the district again for £200 a It is now £50; the 
the mney, endl er unequal to it. 
never acknowledge their sit with closed 
doors, and take every to humiliate and d 

and in order to become Prrcality ths Inquisition they n 

the rack, the thumbscrew, and the boot The Poor-law 

will never mend them, ‘because | 


| in their places in the Eastern Museum by Mr. Sage, of Hiatton- 
| 
| Lonwpon Hosprraus.--The funds of the following 
institutions have just been augmented by the handsome legacy 
of £250, vital, King's duty, St. 
Pa Hospi ing’s Coll 
Home, will’ot Mice Hervey, of Park. 
street, Grosvenor-square. 
| Te Zoovocica Socrery.—The profession and the 
pe will hail with great satisfaction an appointment about to 
} made by the Council of this excellent institution, who, being 
zoological science from a careful examination of the bodies of 
ied. the animals which die in the Society’s menagerie, are about to 
a: 
11th instant, at No. 2, Victoria-street, Westminster, when Dr. 
Dr Harrington Tuke were examined before the Commivies in |, "am, To take charge from the Supermbendent 0 
were i ‘ore i in : 
especial reference to the plea of insanity in criminal cases. 
Society, held at tions of the Zootomical Committee of the Council. 
March, the follo “4th. If the Zootomical Committee shall have assigned it 
: jf 4 ear :— Pres entire to any institution or individual, to take measures that 
Dr. Pri cord the fact of its having been sent. 
ton), Dr ‘*4th. If the Committee shall have merely disposed of the 
Adams, skin, or skeleton, or both, to make an examination, with a 
10th instant, a musical and theatrical entertainment was given be 
to the patients of this asylum. The first part was a concert of | for that purpose—the book from time to time to be inspected 
vocal and instrumental music, and consisted of quartetts, by the Committee. 
glees, songs, &c., which were admirably performed. The} “« ¢th To make such other dissections, or perform such other 
second was a laughable farce, entitled ‘‘ Betsy Baker,” which | ,,atomical or physiological work as the Zootomical Committee 
| may from time to time direct, and to keep an accurate record 
| the express permission of the Zootomical Committee.” 
| The testimonials and application for the appointment must be 
| | 
een narrowly inspected a: é arrangements, and by er | 
numerous questions manifested much interest in the charity, 
which has yt ae sate the Revel the Royal support and 
patronage. To the patients visit was an occasion 
intense gratification. | 
the : had died from the effects of chloroform | 
administered by himself in error. 
guar 1ans Who vote em into ‘the presen 
| of guardians will not do it, because they wish to be tyranni- 
cal, and are afraid that opens ceed see who grind them 
down. It is the people who must open their doors and let in 
the press. The Bw saci (Mr. Plummer) was always an advo- 
| cate for an open board, and, therefore, I am proud to accept 
| this present at his hands. When the le can see for them- 
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to 


in the 
: e scl ips are of the value of £40 per annum. 
information apply to the Rev. W. B. Pike, or J. Perkins, 


Esq., tutors of the 


Pere 


for the relief of the sufferings of those in whom it would 
he seldom lost an ity of showing hi eympathies 
these are £1 to the York Infirmary, £1000 to 
York Bili the Doncaster Deaf and 
subscriber to the funds for 


that we could say in this short notice would tend 
affection with which he will be remembered ; 
most fitting monument that he can receive will be 
with which his name will be treasured in the hearts of 


FF 


MEDICAL VACANCIES. 


Hants County Asylum—aAssistant Medical Officer. 
Kingston-on-Thames Provident Dispensary—Resident Medica) Officer. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
te? has been appointed House-Surgeon to St. Peter's Hos- 


J. M‘E. Grapwoop, M.D., has been 
Stirlingshire, vice J. Girdwood, LR. 
i ‘to the 


M.D., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator for District No. 7 of the Liskeard Union, Cornwall, vice W. Brown, 
M.B.C.S.E., whose appointment has expired. 


R. H. Mactoeunis, M.B., has been inted to the Constabulary 
J.A. Eames, M.D., appointed Resident Physician to the Letterkenny 
Lunatic Asylum. 

Renee has been elected Medical Officer 
cinator the Garth and Vaynor District of the Merthyr-Tydvil Union, 
vice Dyke, elected to the Merthyr Town District of the same Union. 

8. Woopmax, L.R.C.P.L., has been appointed Resident Medical Officer to 
St. Mary's Hospital. 


MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


J. W. Betoun, M.D., Assist.-Surg. Royal Artillery, has been posted to the 
B Battery 18th Brigade at Sholapore, Bombay. 

R. W. B , M.R.CS.E., Assist.-Surg. Artillery, has been posted 
to No. 6 Battery 20th Brigade at Tonghoo, 

E. B. Brosrzs, Assist.-Surg. R.N. Dec. 28th, 1857, has been appointed to the 
“ Sharpshooter.” 


G. C. Cusy, MR.CS.E., Assist.-Surg. , has been 
Royal Artillery, posted to 
P. Comars, L.B.C.8.Ed., Surg. R.N. May 18th, 1855, has been appointed to 
the “ Sparrowhawk.” 


Assist.-Surgeon F llth Brigade Royal Ar- 
the medical of 


ted Hon. Assist.-Surgeon to the Sth 
H. B. Crase, M.D., Acting Assist.-Surgeon R.N., has been appointed to the 
“ Meander.” 


K. W. Commrne, M.D., Assist. Royal Artillery, has been posted to 
No. 1 Battery 20th Brigade at Madras. 


8. Davipsoy, M.D., Acting Assist.-Surg. R.N., has been appointed to the 


~ “the Eatier Belgaum, Bombay 
at 

J. W. Dowzry, M.R.C.S.E., Assist.-Surg. R.N. March 8th, 1856, has been ap- 
pointed to the “ Victory” (additional). 

E. Drew, L.B.C.S.Ed., Assist.-Surg. Royal Artillery, has been posted to the 
Cc Brigade at Kurrachee, Bombay. 

C. Gray, M.R.C.S.E., Assist.-Surg. Royal Artillery, has been posted to the 
C Battery 20th Brigade at Trichinopoly, Madras. 

R. Hewey, L.R.C.S.L, Staff Assist..Surg., has been appointed Assist.-Surg. 
in the Royal ary hye Smythe, deceased. 

fey , Assist.-Surgeon R.N. Sept. 23rd, 1859, has been 

“Dee” 
J. A. M.B.C.S.E., Assist.-Surg. 
inted to afford 


, la Poor-law intment as a ing- 
7 
look to his best an Bie 9g? | 
the officers are properly paid, then 
. of the care and coniforts which the | 
p n conclusion, I beg to say this occasion affords 
gratification of my life. I may become rich, 
e poor, but will ever be my ~ pods parish pan 
ion.” ——The fri of R. Garner, £500 to his servants. is many D 
of Steke-upon-Trent, have erosity are sufficient to speak for themselves, and 
new circular-fronted brougham, built by Mr. e 
taguther with a Gas youss dor ps 
; the carriage, accompanied with a set of silver-mounted harness. 
The carriage was hased b the subscription of the ladies, | those 
, and the horve and harness by that of the gentlemen. The en- | who knew and experienced his goodness whenever an appeal 
, tire cost is about £180. . Garner has for many years | was made to his sympathies.— Richmond Chronicle. 
devoted his time and talent gratuitously to the benefit of the ‘ 
North Staffordshire Infirmary, and has well earned this token 
; of esteem and commendation.— It is with pleasure that we po 
, announce that a handsome silver salver has been presented to 
and esteem, on the occasion of his leaving Chichester, 
he has practised for upwards of thirty years. 
Downtnc the 22nd of 
May next there will be an examination for minor scholarships 
set, E. Davixs, M.D., of Wrexham, has been appointed Certifying Surgeon under 
; 1 : the Factory Extension Act for the Wrexham District. 
of baw, J. Davrs, L.K.QC.P.1, has been elected one of the Coroners for the 
on the Natural Sciences in connexion edicine, | ** "county of Dublin, vice Davis, decessed. 
namely, Chemistry ea Se Mineralogy, Botany, | p. W. Fosran, M.D., has been elected Physician to the Queen's Hospital, 
; Comparative Anatomy, and Physiology ; and in awarding two Birmingham, vice W. F. Wade, M.B., resigned. 
; of these scholarships considerable importance will be attached —— ee 
to deceased. 
Workhouse, Leeds, has been 
: SU elected Dispenser to the Leeds Dispensary, vice Mr. Wm. Caunt, ap- 
college. 
A. 
Proposep New Hosprrat or Inrirmary 1n Nortu 
influential Se inhabitants of 
Tunstall and the immediate neigh was held lately | 
firmary in that locality. of the speakers advocated an 
a institution, others an auxiliary to the North 
ordshire rare’ some a college hospital, and one a 
dispensary at Tuns with 
of sufferers by accidents to the present infirmary. Even- 
tually a committee was appointed to consider the question, 
and to report to a future meeting, the committee to consist a 
of the resident justices of the peace and medical men, the 
, chief bailiff of Tunstall, one memaber of the Board of Health, 
; and the chairman and vice-chairman of the Board of Guar- 
dians. Whatever the recommendation of the committee may 
be, it will doubtless be carried out Neh ep 
there will be no lack of money. One gentieman offered £500 
} towards either an independent or an auxiliary institution, and 
another offered £500 to the parent infirmary, with the condi- 
- tion of applying £200 to a Tunstall auxiliary hospital. 
D 
nfl the denn of wine opened | 
painful duty to record the demise of one whose open-handed Co Assist Tce, 
. charity was proverbial, and we are sure that there will be few the 89th Foot. 
‘ of our readers who will not observe the notice of the death of 
expired at his residence on Sunday last, at the age of eighty- 
has since resi in Richmond, where he so’ 
: London was very extensive. e lived in 
Blackfriars, and some will remember him in t 
1 one of the best and kindest of men. ot ie 
| experience as a sician could of 
induced employ his melica skill in case of 
, request of his i or in any case of immediate dan 
1 Se asked in vain; but he did not, for 
, past, e his ession the means of emol 
pecuniary reward. for | 
poor of Rickson’. The 
amount sor ‘erozepore, i ition to his other duties, vice Assist.-Surg. T. 5. V 
charitable purposes was very considerable, and the Sond Bengal Native Infantry, resigned. 
. was not confined to this borough. Besides those li gifts | J. C. lvoues, M.R.C.S.E., Surg. R.N., has been appointed to the “ Egmont.” 
to his needy brethren which we have little doubt he bestowed | T. B. Jonxstors, 
wall t thed I noble donations to instituti 
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W. Leacu, M.D., Assist.- al Artillery, has been posted to the C 
Battery 23rd Mount, Madras. 
J, a M.R.C.S.E., Sal Sarg Army, has been appointed Surg. to the 
18th Foot, vice W. Stewart, M.D., appointed to the 2st Foot. 
J,8. M'Avam, L.K.Q.C.P.L, Assist.-Surg. Royal Artillery, has been posted 
to the B Battery 20th Brigade at Waltair, Madras. 
W. H. Macrvrosu, M.D., Surg.-Major in the 2st Foot, has been appointed 
Stat? Surgeon-Major, vice vice Lewis, ted to the 18th Foot. 
A, M‘Kawna, M.D., Surg. R.N. Dec. 1 1864, from the “ Prince Consort,” 
has been appointed to the “ Pelorus,” 
, has ordered 


S. M_D., Assist.-Surg.’ 
assume medical charge of the C Battery 
Seetapore (temporarily), » addition to his other 
at fare Royal Artillery, has been posted to the 


sence of Assist.-S 
A.C. M.D., 
G Bat 23rd Brigade at Thayetmyo, Madras. 
-R.C.8.E., Assist. m Royal Artillery, has been posted to 


at 
bay Service, has been promoted to Surgeon, 


vice Wi 
H. F. M. Assist.-Sarg. Bengal Bengal Service, has to 
Surgeon, vice Deputy Inspector-General of Hospitals R. 


deceased. 
D. R. Wywrer has been appointed Assist.-Surg. to the 10th Warwickshire 
Rifle Volunteer Corps. 


Pirths, Mlarriages, and Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 


30th of Jan., at Akyab, East Indies, the wife of L. H. Lees, M.D., 
Civil Surgeon, of a daughter. 
Cnig diem, at Wargrave, Berks, the wife of Jas. Taylor, M.R.C.8.E., 
the 3rd inst., at Newent, Gloucestershire, the wife of W. Druce 
M.B.CS.E., of a son. 
., at Mount Haigh, Kingstown, Co. Dublin, the wife of Dr. 


land, of a son. 

On the 4th inst., at the Royal Hos Haslar, the wife of Dr. Davidson, 
Deputy tor-General, of 

On the 5th inst., at Molesworth-street, Dublin, the wife of W. F. Burke, 


P.K.Q.C.P.L, "of a gon. 
On the 6th inst. at road, the wife of R. Eddowes, M.R.C.S.E., of 


On the 7t 7th inst., at Loughton, the wife of W.T. Lewis, M.RCS&E, of a 
On the 9th inst., at Curzon-street, Mayfair, the wife of W. S. Playfair, M.D., 


of a daughter. 
On the 9th inst., at Barrhead, the wife 
Belfast, the wife of Wm. Aickin, M.D. 


On the 9th inst., at Chichester-stree 
ofa daughter. 

On the 9th inst., at Erin House, Tapton 
Merryweather, M.R.C.S., of a son, still-born. 

On the 10th inst., at Montaue-place, Bath-street, Glasgow, the wife of 8. 
Cockburn, M. D., of a daughter. 

On the —_ inst., at Tay-street, Dundee, the wife of J. W. Miller, M.D., of a 

te 


Tr. 
On the 12th inst., at Maidstone, the wife of S. Monckton, M.D., of a iter. 
On oA ‘es: inst., at St. Paul’s-road, Islington, the wife of R. Mack, L.RB.C.S. 
On the 12th inet st at Brandon-place, Glasgow, the wife of J, B. Cowan, M.D., 


ofa 
On the 12th ot, at Rishopwearmouth, Sunderland, the wife of Henry J. 
On the ins he wife of Edmund LI MR. 
e 12th inst., at City- the wife o! 0 C.S.E., 
maturely of a son, still-born. 


MARRIAGES. 


On the 8th ult., at Windsor-street, | T. J. 
of Penicuick, to Jessie Jane Kedzlie, second daughter of Robert Smail 


Esq. 
On the 23rd ult., at batons, Dr. R. H. Macintire, of  Colemainne to Eliza- 
beth Mar, ter of R. D. Lucas, Esq., 0! 
t., at Constantine Surg. R.N., 


ary Jane, hter of P. O'Neill, Esq. 
On the ath, t 2 Church, Stockton, Wm. H 
of Stockton, to Maria Jane, daughter of 
Farrow of Piekton, Yorkshire. -~ 


Oliver, 
late John 


DEATHS. 


On the 15th of Oct., at sea, on board the epee" W. Wells, MLD. a 
Medical Officer of the London 

On the 20th ult., at Norwich, E. W. Jollye, Rese, late of Loddon. 

On 7. ult., at Jersey, Robt. Bekford, Esq., late President of the Medical 


of Bombay, 
On the 27th ult., at St. Petersburg, Sir Archibald William Crichton, M.D., 


aged 74. 
On the Ist inst., M. C. O'Hara, L.R.C.P.Ed., of Kilkelly, Co. Mayo, aged 37. 
On the 2nd inst., at Bighi, ‘Alice Rose, the daughter ter of John Page Burke, 
MLD., F. Staff Surgeon, Royal Naval Hospital, Malta. 
he ath inst., » H, Oliver, late Surgeon in the West Nor- 


On te 4th — suddenly, at oa 2 Hospital, Mr. Evans Davies, Medical 
Student, late ‘of Dolgell 

On the 7th inst., G. C, Holless, ., of Sheffield, 

On the 8th inst., J. R. of Norkshire, aged 54. 

inst., J. E. Ladbury Su of Ki Oxfordshire, formerly 


on the Tbs inet. 


Co Correspondents, 


Lresie’s Exrract or Maat. 

Dr. Lalor (Resident Physician to the Richmond District Lunatic 
Dablin) lias been referred by Public Opinion to Tux Lancer for 
tion as to where Liebig’s Extract of Meat can be purchased. Dr. Lalor is 
anxions to try it in cases of lunatics in a state of exhaustion from refusal. 
to take food. We believe it is not at present a commercial article in this 
country, but is likely to be so. Dr. Lalor should communicate with Baron 
Liebig. 

W. M. C., (Edinburgh.)-—-A medical student need not receive permission. 
to follow the medical officers in any hospital in London. Several of the 
museums are open to members of the medical profession. 

We have received 10s. from Dr. Cassells, Glasgow, towards the Walker Fund. 


Waar ts tue Stars or rae Heart ry 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
affirm that the by tes 
tremens indicate debility of that organ, it being generally re 
“soft,” “ flabby,” “dilated,” “ gorged with blood,” &c. But as it is i 


that it could have — to my lot to have met with cases exhibiting 
t nature, I feel in some measure justi 


meated to believe in ee of the heart in delirium 
biased in for evidence of this lesion 
when in India and Canada, where climate and siete afforded me sume fener 
tunities of collecting information as to the morbid state of the heart in 
disease, and I must say that in no instance of pure delirium tremens (the 
heart being in other healthy) have I been able to find it in a condi- 
tion indieative of debility. On the contrary, | have observed the heart, on 
the whole, to be ya to the touch, and healthy i in appearance ; the left \ 
tricle contracted and bloodless; the left auricle also empty, and t 
cavities as after death from. other causes, the fact of their containing “7 ~ 
much blood entirely d or other 
disease. This has been the condition of the heart taken warm from the oly. 
ag well as that twenty-four hours after death. which seems te me 
to be a clear index, not of a state of debility, but of irritation of that 
oa life; and I am induced to entertain vinis opinion, not only from 
hological fact, but from the general symptoms of the disease, 

in connexion with the cire system, this 


ia. 

he small, sharp, auick, irritable pulse, and the palp itating, izregular, 
fitful, tumultuous heart of delirium tremens differ widely from the pulse of de- 
bility, and the distant, feeble, sometimes So rae | rhythm of asthenia. 
It is not an asthenic heart that enables the delirious patient to pass t 

s and nights of incessant mental and bodily disquietude, and often power- 

muscular exertion ; but it is, in * opinion, one 80 irritable it — 
bear even the contact ‘of its natural uid, and hence we have the pulse 
rhythm assigned to that of feebleness, and hence also the marvellous effects 
of digitalis, which appears in those cases to act so contrary to its 
sup) therapeutic nature, but is, in reality, only a cardiac ive, 

a tonic to the sympathetic nerve. 
remain, Sir, = 
8. Ourver, M.D., 
4th Battalion, 60th Rifles. 
Montreal, Canada, Dec. 28th, 1864. 


Thomas.—The position of a h path with a practitioner of legitimate 
medicine may be socially good, whilst all communication with him profes- 
sionally should be repudiated. If the person is of good character, it would. 
not be wise to refuse him admission to the Clab. 

J. S.—With the Secretary of State for the Home Department. 


Dr. Carson’s Mops oF Cartie. 
To the Editor of Taw Lancer. 


Srr,—I with that Dr. Carson’s mode of slaughter- 
‘or is more barbarous than the method now im 


tell you that the pain experienced is greater than that of Bloodionaane: 
from the arm. Dr, Carson’s plan ofalonghtoring is paracentesis thoracis on 
each side of the chest. The only apparent pain from which the animal 
suffer is from pithing, Saoahe it gives Bg or two convulsive spasms. 
the ings are the langs resiliate, Larvae bt the 
bi from the ny = veins inte the left auricle and ventriele of the 

heart and into the aortic system. The venous blood in the 

pe eS is sent into >= right t auricle and ventricle and the cavas, hat. 
mains there passive. he animal is dead, if stuck, this venous 
flows away slowly. It is dar a pte, andi eidently the 
the af the Neds. The arterial blood drawn from the 
veins enters the system, and remains there. 

Engineer's” remarks about keeping an animal without food for a 
sidoralle period before slaying it are h It is certainly great 
cruelty to the animal, and when it comes to the butcher it is in a 
state, the meat capnot be 1@ 

regard to ot 's letter, under- 
stand them, and can therefore make no comments. a , 
I am, Sir, yours, &c., 


Liverpool, March, 1865. 


NO. attery Zist brigade 
A. V. Warp, Assist.-Sure. Bom 
asking you to give publicity to the few following remarks, as they may tend 
to elieit the experience of others, and help to throw some light on the present: 
digitalis treatment, which, in justice, | must say was not tried in the cases 
| here referred to. 
| by ite paralysing influence on the great seat of co-ordination and intell- 
| gence, and the consequent implication of the heart in the generally excited, 
the 
of Curzon-street, Mayfair, aged 92. 


Tax Lancer,] 
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Studens.—The botanical lectures are held, we believe,—at least they used to 


te, Yeh John Kennedy, (Manchester.)—We believe it is the intention of the 
Government to establish a life insurance system throughout the kingdom. 


Scartet Feven. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


answer to correspondent, “An Enquirer” (Tax Lawcer, 
the 

omiting, &c., are the result of reflex irritation of the nervous 


scarlatina kidneys, &c., 
set the eliminative o 
I use the following remed 


Zo I commence with the counter-irritation in n the form 
a or “Sf ti the young patient is refractory, and will not bear the 
use the following embrocation with equal — oil, 

ara 


One or two applica- 
above w wie 


ion, which mitigates 
ride give ve the ollowing mixture and 
incture of sapien of iron, two drachms ; tincture of squills, 
ty minims ; ; extract of belladonna, one grain 
l, ehloride of mercury, of each three grains; podophyllin, two 
ga ake into six pills: one to be taken every three or four hours while 
bowels respond. J e may be substituted forthe podophyllin if desired . 
or if the latter does not agree with the patient, the combination of mercurial, 
eet soon renders the eae and bowels active, when the mixture acts on the 
like a charm, and the sickness soon disappears. After a few days | 
generally reduce the quantity ~~ or irritation of 
other character may supervene pills may be given less freq 
the bowels have well acted. The above forms are suitable for a rey Apr 
ten or twelve. 

I have noticed in the worst cases of ki disease but limited edema of 
the surface ; and if there were in addition to the sickness, headache. dimness 
of vision, inactive pupil, &e., severe convulsions were inevitable. My treat- 
ment in such cases has been to open the jugular vein, and bleed freely; after- 
wards allow the patient to inhale chloroform in twenty-minim doses occa- 
sionally, mes the convulsions 8; ily cease. Subsequently I introduce a seton 
at the back of the neck (wh acts as an efficient counter-irritant, and 
prevents a relapse), give the above mixture and pills, and the secretions are 
restored. 

My last severe case of convulsions oecurred in a boy, aged twelve. 1 was 
summoned and told in convulsions for two 
hoars, upon ic mamediately opened t jugular vein, and 
twelve ounces of biood, gave twenty mi ini of } 


abstracted 
in vapour at in- 
tervals, and the convulsions ceased in half an hour. The boy is now well. 
Hitchin, March, 1865. 


I remain, Sir, yours obediently. 
"Try, M.B.C.S. 
A Miserable Sinner should simply but thoroughly repent and mend his ways 
from this moment, and all, we have no doubt, will be well. If he persists, 
perdition is before him. 


‘Philos, (Brighton.)—Kimpton, Wardour-street, Soho. 
Tas 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
—The following subscriptions have been further received on behalf of 


Jno. Marker dion. £0 


> 

Sprigge, Terre. po Geto ditto 0 
announced... 


at Tux Layoer Office one 
Yours 
Ronget M. 


145, Bishopsgate-street Without, March 15th, 1965. 


Artemis should place himself at once in the hands of a medical man, and not 
trifle with that which may thus turn out to be truly “no joke” for him after- 

wards, 

Vor Populi.—tIt is doubdtfal. What is the precise qualification ? 


Buack or Muprcay ASSISTANTS. 


and Hon. See. 


possib!) y 

1, think it is 

the opportunity to 

person to secretly gibbet an innocent as 

fidence. Besides, a man may err 0 yce, 

twice. But is he never to be forgiven? Is he always to be on the 

k ? Medical men can always themselves by obtaining the 

the trouble to do so, as, of 

» no ber of the pr jon would give a false character of 

poorly If a medical man takes an assistant, or an agent recommen 

2a a reference, no one must be carpe if sometimes they are 


Oymro.—1. ‘The law is not infringed unless he practise as an apothecary, the 
legal definition of which is “a pérson who attends, prescribes, and dis- 
penses medicine for gain in a medical case.”—2. Where two or more cases 
can be proved against one person, the offender should be proceeded against 
under the Apothecaries Act. 

Tax communications of Dr. Day and Mr. St. John Coleman shall receive 
attention. 

Cavendo Tutus may refer to Tax Lawcer of 1964, vol, ii., page 651. 


A QuEstiow 
To the Editor 
Sir,—Obviously has but little acquaintance with 
to ask ack’ for the solution of so simple a reaction. Still, as a civil 

question demands a corres; answer, I shall be happy to reply to it. 

When iodine is put into spirit of turpentine, violent action takes 
the mixture becomes hot, and hydriodic acid vapours are abundantly oahek 
This is ne to the nb pee of a substitution compound, one equivalent 

of iodine of hydrogen in the turpentine, the liberated 
hy pom with another equivalent of iodine to form hydriodic 
acid. ye H,, 1+ Of course the excess of i e dis- 
volvas in the’ liquid. "When te to this solution, iodide of 
ammonium, jodate of ammonia, and possibly 
the mixture becoming colourless. i 
will of course give no reaction with ponek free iodine only prod 
blue coloration. I am, Sir, yours, &c., 

Baker-street, Portman-square, March, 1965. 


Neweastle-on-Tyne.—Mr. John T. Hoyle, the Coroner of this borough, has 
addressed a letter to the Mayor on the prevalence of infanticide in his dis- 
trict. As this epistle really explains itself, and is written in a temperate 
spirit, we cannot do better than to transite it to our columns 

lst, 1865. 
ok eS oa what passed in the Council on 
as to remarks made at an inquest on the body of a child, 
Het on the 17th of the same month, where a verdict of wilful murder was 
returned against some person or persons at that time and stil] unknown. 
“I did not consider what passed was of sufficient moment to take any 
public notice of it; but as you have ly addressed to me a letter on 
the subject, which, though dated on the oath of February, was only deli- 
vered on the afternoon of the 28th, and reached me this morning, 

I should reply to your communication, though, as the Queen's 
paioen elected for life, and responsible only to the Legislature, it must not 
be understood that, in replying to your letter, I am bound to pay attention 
to criticisms on any remarks I may think it right to make in the ex 

to observe from the news- 

st of infanticide in a man- 

of its prevalence in this 
acting more 


of my duty. In your letter you say, ‘1am 
you had expressed yourself on the su 
ner calculated to give a very ex 
and would press upon you the propriety of 
in future.” 


“I am at a loss to conceive where you can find in the new any 
expression of mine having reference to the ce of infanticide in this 
borough, as whatever I know or think on the subject I have kept in my 
own and you have read inattentively the 
report, or been misled by what passed in the Council, or or you w ould have 
ly stated to apply to ‘ pit villages in 
colliery districts - the north of England.’ 

“1 am afraid, Mr. Mayor, that infanticide, with its kindred does 
exist in this borough to a considerable extent, as it has been shown by Dr. 
Lankester and other Coroners to exist in the metropolis ms other places ; 
but as I do not think it would be rendered less fr rev 
I could make, I have been careful to abstain from Brdlstey as many circum- 
stances which during the period of my being Coroner have come to my 
knowledge on this subject. 


A, J, H.—Erysipelas may be either a surgical or a medical disease. We think 
he can recover. 
rr. George W. Richardson is thanked. 

Mr. Edward Parker Young.—The case is one to be decided in a court of law, 
and could not with propriety be published in our pages. 


To the Editor of Lancer. 
—Will you or any of your readers kindly inform me where I can find 
the fullest information respecting subcutaneous injections, the cases in which 
it is most usefal, the mode of perfi the o ion, the substance em- 


Dublin will obtain the information he requires by referring to Mr. Hockley, 
Great Marlborough-street, London. 

Virgina in a Vestry.—The name of Mr. William Campbell, M.R.C.S. 1824, is 
on the Register. . 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

A writes to us :—“ As you down the dis- 

advertisements that a 80 pao defiled ou our papers, I may 

remind you of another mode of advertising which the quacks attempt, and 

which would be far more disgusting and effective than almost any other. 

A member of my congregation has just showed me a book, full of very dirty 

cases (manife invented), useless iptions, and mistakes of such a 

kind as to be conclusive evidence against the eur D.’ of the author. It 

concludes, however, with the following sentence :- 

mismonaries, and these who pane 

a pleasing Christian d 

raffering humanity 
Local pr 


are endeavouring to 


ed 
hie book was aos friend in Oxford- 
heartel mon, with exceed- 
tly of do knowledge of and might be misled into the extreme 
he 


street. 


as the author of 


somet such scoundrels 
word of warning from you might be of 


to 
ook | quote from. 


-- = = 
be,—every morning at eight o'clock at the Botanic Gardens near Edin- 
burgh in May, June, and July. During the second and third months, 

centres, 
were it 
exciting 
| 
5 0 | 
L 
6 
| 
list of assistants would not t ‘ serv to medical men, as | 
| service 


306 Tae Lancert,] 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Marca 18, 1865. 


4 District Medical Officer.—The case is one in which the usual fee of two 
guineas should certainly have been awarded. The payment is understood 
to be for the skill, and not for the time actually employed. Our corre- 
spondent should make a specific statement of the case to the Board of 
Guardians, who will, doubtless, allow him the proper remuneration. 


Sunsceietions ror Mrs. Tnomas. 
Tux following sums have been received in aid of the above Fund :— 


Mrs. Houston Douglas, Eaton-square ... ... £3 0 0 
S8es Long, Mrs. atts... 0 
W.8. Burton, Bea, Regent's-park 20 
F. B. Hawkins, Esq., per Mrs. A. Wilson ... 2 0 0 
Mrs. F. M. Henderson, per Coutts and Co. ... 1 1 0 
Dr. Letheby ... ... 110 


muscles undergo in typhus fever.” The structural changes 

noticed are chiefly of two kinds—viz., granular disintegration and waxy 
degeneration. The chemical changes have not yet been inquired into. 


Tas University or Kret. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


—I to forward the enclosed letter from Professor Esmarch, 


I 
Brook-street, W., March, 1865 J. L. Lirrie. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Sre,—English medical men uently make written to the 
Universit for the degree Detar of 


y beg you, there- 
fore, to publish the fact that Ly grants no yt in 
without the candi ing the entire examination, itten and 
vied voce, in the German and Lotion The whole 
necessitate a residence of at least two months. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Fareperica Esmarcu, 


February, 1965. Professor of Surgery at 
‘We regret to state that the letter signed A Parochial Medical Officer has 
been accidentally mislaid. 


the University of Kiel. 


A, Z—The honorarium was not a fee in the ordinary acceptation of the term, 
and would properly belong to the recipient. 
Eindemus will find all the information he desires in the Students’ Number 
of Taz Lancer. 
TREATMENT oF 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

Sre,—In a case of obstinate singultus I used every mode of treatment I 
could think of, without any permanent result, till adopted the following :— 
Hot fomentations to the region of the neck, over the cervical plexus of 
nerves, the cervical wine Lay and as far forward as the clavicle, for fifteen 
pnp oy So and then half an ounce of tepid tincture of opium to be well rabbed 
in with the hand over the same portions of the body, and to be continued at 

of four hours till the patient ouve. Contact with the external air 

March, 1805, E. J. 8. Kuve, M.D. 

correspondent, “ Delta,” to 
fin of the phrenic nerve and t ve his 
etc a day. have 
severe case which, after cule, of 


M.D. 


Mr. Richard White, (Filey, Yorkshire.)—The plan of treatment referred to is 
as “old as the hills.” 

E. M. 8., (Liverpool.)—The advertisement is a disgrace to the newspaper 
which inserted it, and which we may state is called the American Tra- 


veller. 
Texatment or Heartsven rv Preewancy. 


one drachm ; tie spirit of ia, t ne to 
water, two ounces a half; simple water to make half a pint. Let the 
t nutritious diet, and 
attendance to the natural functions produce the desired 
Every communication, whether intended for or otherwise, must 


accepted cannot be returned. Articles in newspapers, to which atten- 


Dr. Owen Rees; Dr. Greenhow; Mr. Henry Thompson; Dr, Latham; 


Camborne ; Mr. Little; Mr. Richardson; Mr. Nicholson (with enclosure) ; 


Prof. Esmarch, Kiel; Mr. Woodman, Ramsgate ; Mr. Somerville, Bombay ; 
Mr. Loe (with enclosure) ; Mr. Ekin, Bath; Mr. Hugman ; Dr, Williams ; 
Dr. Goddard; Mr. Troup; Mr. H. Smith; Mr. Hall, Newtown; Dr. Yeld, 
Mr. Spackman; Mr. Mitchell, Edinburgh ; Mr. Solomon, 

Dr. Clay ; Mr. Torrand (with enclosure) ; Dr. Riley ; Se Sein, Ghee, 
Mr. Bailey (with enclosure); Mr. Ashbee ; Mr. Cornfield; Mr. Duckworth, 
Otley; Dr. Bird; Dr. Dixon ; Mr. Philpot ; Mr. Binks; Mr. Brook (with 


enclosure) ; Mr. Lettle; Mr. Chandler; Mr. Hunt ; Mr. Lioyd; Mr. Steele ; 
Dr. Robertson, Scarborough ; Dr. . Mackay, Pickering ; Mr. White, Filey ; 
ee Whitley ; Dr. Duncan (with enclosure) ; 
Dr. Miles ; Mr. 8. A. Smith ; Dr. Lory Marsh; nae gq ber om 


Mr. Torbock (with enclosure); Dr. Lalor, Du! ; Dr. W. Budd, Clifton ; 
Mr. Rablah, Thorpe; Mr. Woodward; Mr. 
Davies; Mr. Babington, Cork; Mr. Kirby; Mr. Young; Dr. Rose, Kidder- 
minster; Mr. Wilson; Mr. Trotter, Windsor; Mr. Sargeant, Chepstow ; 
Mr. Lane; Dr. Tessier ; Mr. Kennedy, Manchester; Mr. Bowes, Richmond ; 
Dr. Fraser, Gatehouse ; Mr. Edgson; Dr. J. Y. Simpson ; Dr. Duke, Ryde; 
Dr. Sheppard; Mr. N. Johnson; Mr. Wills, Blandford (with enclosure) ; 
Mrs. Cassells, Glasgow (with enclosure); Mr. Ward ; Mr. King ; Mr. Barr ; 
Mr. Keyworth, York (with enclosure); Dr. Rogers, Long Ashton; Mr. 
Coleman ; A Surgeon-Major, India; J. 8.; Ethnological Society; A. Z.; 
Cavendo Tutus; E. M. 8.; J. R.; Physiologist; W. M. C.; Thomas; Beta; 
One of the Jury; W. G., M.D.; A. J. H.; A Young Physician, Adelaide ; 
Pair Play ; J. W.; Philos; A District Medical Officer ; R. M.; M. N.; B.N.; 
W. K.; Endemus; Dublin; F.8.; Vox Populi; &e. &. 


Tux Oxford Timer, the Hampshire Independent, the Shepton Mallet Journal, 


the Windsor Express, and the Durham Advertiser have been received. 
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Monday, March 20. 
vor AND OTHER DisEasEs oF THE 
ions, 14 
Merrorourtan Free 
Roya or SURGEONS OF 


2pm. 
.—4 p.m. Prof. Huxley, “On the 


malia.” 
Meptcat Society or Lowpor. Mr. R. Barwell, “On the Prevalent 
M Common > Joint Disease.” — Dr. 
“On the it of Tapeworm by Male Fern and Kamala. 


Tuesday, March 21. 
Gvy’s Hosrrrar.—Operations, 1} 


Wesrminster Hospitar. ions, 2 P.M. 

Royat Lystirvtion.—3 Prof. Masson, “On Recent British Philosophy.” 

Society or Lonpox.—8 P.M. 

Eranovocicat Socrety or Lonpox, — 8 Mr. Clements R. Markham, 
Highlanders.”—Dr. Rae, “ 


“On the Arctic On the Esquimaux.” 


Wednesday, March 22. 


Sr. Mary's Hosrrra. 


Sr. BarTHOLOMEW's 1} Px. 
Gaeat Nortagrn Hosprrar.—Operations, 2 
Unrversiry Cotteer Hosprrat, 2PM. 


Lowpow 2P 
Roya. or SURGEONS OF —4r.m. Prof. Huxley, “On the 
ia.” 


Mam: 

Royat Cotiece or Puysicians or Lonpow. — 5 Croonian Lectures : 
Dr. Peacock, “On Effects of Cardiac 

tw Davies, “On the Treatment of Acute 


Howreetan Socrety. — 8 Dr. 
Rheumatism by free 


Tharelay, March 23. 


Ceytrat Lowpow Hosprrat.—Operations, 1 p.m. 
Sr. Gzorer’s 1 

Lonpow Surercat Homs.—Operations, 2 

West Lonvon 2 p.m. 


Roya. OrrHorapic 
Prof Masson, Recent British Philosophy.” 


Friday, March 24. 
Wesrurnster Hosprrau.—Operations, 1} 


Mammalia.” 
Royat or Paystcrans or Lowpoy. — 5 Lumieian Lectures : 
Handfield Jones, “On some points in the Pathology of Nervous Dis- 


Prof. Westmacott : “ How Works of Art should 


be looked at. 
Saturday, Here 25. 
Sr. Toomas’s Hosprra.—Operations, 1 
Sr. Hosprrat. Pm. 


Roya Free Hosprrat. ions, 14 


ARING-cross HosprtaL. 


% PM. 
Rovat p.m. f. Marshall, “On the Nervous System.” 


| 
| the United Service Gazette, the Friend of India, the Doncaster Chronicle, 
the Edinburgh Daily Review, the Oswestry Advertiser, the Tiverton Gazette, 
the Colonial (Jamaica) Standard, the Suffolk Mercury, the Essex Telegraph, 
Mr. Ellis Westcott (Ashton-terrace, Battersea-square) writes :-—“ A corre- 
spondent in your last impression desires to know a remedy for heartburn 
| 
be authenticated by the name and address of the writer. Communications 
tion is sought to be directed, should be marked. Communications not 
noticed in the current number of Tax Lancer will receive attention the 
following week. 
Communications, Lerrers, &c., have been received from — Dr. Barnes; | 
Dr. Power ; Dr. Althaus ; Dr. Black, Chesterfield ; Dr. Halford, Melbourne ; 
Dr. Copland ; Mr. Burton (with enclosure); Dr. Fotherby ; Mr. Westcott ; 


